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tho' not in its Perfection 


: affecting to others: as to 
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w ſelf, it can't fail of be- 
| ing conſiderably uſeful. 


nd and his Funeral Ser- 
mon: Tho' I am — . 
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be very grateful to you, 


And F am ſure if it be as 
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* We 4 E am "ring. 3 
le to take this Opportunity 
0 to mind you of, That you 
d| are now the laſt Remain of 
Ada very Religious Race; on 


Father's fide and Mothers 


t ide Religious ; which tis 
it eaſy to trace through ma- 
Iny Generations. May you 
e live to propagate ſerious 
Piety yet further, and 
may it deſcend to the ut> 
y moſt Date of the Family. 


For, twould be very un- 
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That the Divine Pro- 
vidence may direct you, 
and the Grace of God fix 
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you may beſt anſwer the 
Character of the Holy Seed, | 
called forth, and now left 
alone to ſerve the Lord 
I is the . Wi | 


6 * * . 


1 

4 Rn 2 : if *_ 
f , ; 14 2 - 
" 4 bon? 3 

i bs gs — Wa 

3 « A 37 

1 * 1 2 
3 * 25 £ $3 

| * & * -4 WW 
\ pe a * =_ >” 

W 

1 * 

r 
9 * 


Your moſt dee. 


Servant, 


: * = 
of _ i A we 
Fs Le 
FJ 
7 * 5 - £20 — 
+ "> 7 it 3 
| 8 5 


TO THE: 


2 
os 
75 — 


$4 

© 8.5 

LS 

is 

ES 

1 

o bs 

L re 

"+ 

— LY 
1 5 
1 

» © 
*. > 
8 
F 
. 7 


— [RD | 26g — 814 
Th £5 DIE He es 9 1 


mt 1 
* 2 


1 


[| ] I ruſal of theſe Papers in 
NMauuſcript, by means of my Ac 
Juaintance with that Family, of 
Fwhich this Pious Young Man was 


2 
EN. 
- 
way hs 
EIS), 


FE, 


End Benefit they are deſign d 


25; 
1 
* 7 1 = 


* 1 
WW 
1 
* 9 


: 9 


7 
. 
. 
4 ” ; ö - 
. gu . 
* 15 
-# 
2 — 
7 
2 


k f * 
r ö . 


READ ER. 


Eing favour d with the Pe- 


= Promiſing Branch; Tam Sh : 
So ſoy with whet Pleaſure I reads 
hem, and to recommend them c 
' Whoſe of the riſing Generation a. 
Jong vs, for whoſe real Service. 
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E Nea der. 
It was an obſervable Method | 
which. both our Bleſſed Lord, and, 
his Apoſtles ſometimes took-; tal 


Preach a Sermon firſt, and then 


work a Miracle, for the Confiri 
mation of it : Or to work a Mira. 
cle firſt, and then preach a Sermon% 
for the Improvement of it. Mi. 1 
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Au powerful the Influence of 
4% Examples is, to corrupt and 
He bauch, we ſee daily: Lam wit 
ering to hope, that this, and other 
fr I be like good Examples, may have 
. happy Influence upon ſome, by 
on the Grace of God, to provoke them 
J.. it % A holy Emulation, and ma) 
ed i ſerve both as the plaineſt Dire 
he ions, and ſtrongeſt Perſwaſives 
1g to all the Inſtances of ſerious God. 
ug ineſs; for it is not the Intereſt of 
ve ny Party that this is intended to 
„ Werve, but that of Pure Religion, 
g Pully unmix'd and undetiled. be- 
ore God and the Father. 
*- 1 
De Reflectious which this 
4 hinking, Praying Touth made 
„pon his own Life, then, when he 
ad but few Tears ta reflect upos; 
are here given you as they ought 
3 F, to be, in their.own native. Plains 
aeſe and godly Simplicity; and 
th conſider d in themſelves, there 


= 

. bh MA 
$5 - 
bas 4 Go 
2 N 


4 
— 


is = 'P W 


may be thaught noth 


07 hing extraords 
 - ary in them, that they ſhould de 
ſerve to be publiſſfd; yet looł . 
apon, as coming from one of Six 
teen or Seventeen Tears of Agee 
they are really uncommon, and up 
on that Account one may hope 
w21l be the more taken Notice offi 
by thoſe of that Age : and to of 
J Chriſtian, one truly pious 
[Thought is worth ten fine Hhoughts. 
And the Publiſhing of them maß 
help to make ſome little Amend, 
for the mighty Loſs we ſuſtains 8 
"A 7 the Death of one, that was ſa 
5; ie ly to have been ſerviceable ta 
© bis Generation. Nay, they may 
4 ſerve for a Copy to the ripeſt and 
FE oldeſt Chriſtians, and may ſhame 
{ many that have doubled and tre. 
i bled his Years, and yet are not fa |. 
| well acquainted as he was with 
their own Spirits, The Books 1 
which that Learned and Vertuous 4 
Emperour, Marcus Antoninus, 
Wrote . « iu, concerning him- PB 
| 8 1 ſelf, 
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| To the Reader. 
lf, aud to himſelf are very va- 


able Peices of Antiquity. And 
ve ſhow d all find our Hearts het. 
relffier, if we did more frequently re- 
re into them; and our Lives bet- 
rr, if we did more frequently re- 


ect upon them. 


= Perhaps, if there were ſuch a 
Collection of the moſi remarkable 
ſtances of Devotion, in thoſe 
Hat were about the Age of this 
ung Man, both which have been 
a 11d, and which might be ga- 
er'd up from credible Reports, 


there is of thoſe in the earlier 
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and þetter than this, and qualify 


through a long Day, and that the 
Firſt ripe Fruits wh:ch our Souls 1 


b To the Reader. 1 


That God by Hi e ond 
make the next Geneſation, wiſer 


many to be à Seed to ſerve C 272 
that from the Womb of the 0 
Morning he may have the Dew 
of their Youth, and the C arch! þ 
the bleſſed Fruits of that Dew 7 


deſire, may not be nipt, as here 
they were, in the Bluſe ny" is the 2 
i ire and _— of. I 


A hearty Well-wiſher to thi JY 
Riſing Generation, 1 
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Givęhim thy 7" HI O God. 
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1 V J ͤ/ Paſlages of my Life, 0 


us God, may thy Grace attend 
e, that I may be affected, O! 
eeply affected, with, my own 
aſe: With thy Mercles, O Lord; 
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Leaf, may never come in as a wir 
deli againſt me at the laſt. Thea 
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ven, and before thee. I humbly 
thank thee for all thy Mercies, an 
beg thy Pardon for all my Sins} : 
for thy. dear Son's ſake, ſend ma 
thy Holy Spirit to work a chorougil | 
Work of Grace in me; and to aſlilf 1 
me in this preſent great Work 
that this Book, this Paper, thi 1 


Lord help me, that tho my former 
Experiences have been of myM 
Weakneſs, yea Sinfulneſs; yet thoſe 
for the Time to come may be off 
my Growth in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of my Lord and S avi 4 
our Jeſus Chriſt. And now, Of 


God the Holy Ghoſt ; 1 freely 
give my Self, my Soul, my Body 
my All, unto thee, and for ever 


reſting upon thy Mercies in Jeſu 
Chriſt, to whom, to thee, and the 
Holy Spirit of Grace, be Praiſeſ 1 | 
everlaſting Praiſe ; for thine is the 3 
Kingdom, the Power, and the 1 
5 Git for ever and ever, Amen ; 


and Amen. 
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Of my Birth-Privileges. 


hi 1 Kions I can make, are upon 
it. Ine many and great Privileges of 
he Y ay Birth. I can trace the Foot- 
ne 2 ſteps of the Grace of God from the 
my cry Womb. O would to God 1 
1 
the Red with that Love, that Happi- 
vil 5 Neſs, that attended me from my 
of very Birth. Attend O my Soul 1: 

nd 1. I was born in a wre de, 
Wrcform'd, religious Nation. What 
ga Mercy! Had I been born a Turk, 


might have liv'd and died ſuchs 
23 but bleſſed be God, I was born in 
Ja Proteſtant Goff pel-Land, under 
the Means of Grace. 8 


1 & Noble Family. Had it been Tos 1 


might have devoted my ſelf t& 8 
FPleaſures and vain F aſhions of the 


B 2 clinations 


HE firſt and earlieſt Refle- 


Praiſe: And a Heart ſuitably affe- 


2 Jew, a Papiſt, a Heathen, ; 31 | 


2. I was not indeed 10 1 


World, which I find my own In- A 
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clinations lead me to; and thus 
aſpiring after Greatneſs here, I 
might have complimented my Soul 

into everlaſting Miſery. 1 
The World is a bewirching| 
Thing: It is hazardous moving 
in he higheſt Spheres. My 1.0: 
fell where I am leſs expos'd ; Lol 
better ſecur d. I was, I bleſs my 
God, born of Parents, who had an 
agreeable Competency of the good i 
Things of this World, and knew 
how to diſpoſe of them for the No- 7 
bleſt Purpoſes. A ſanctified Suffi- 
1 ciency is good Proviſion, yea the | 3 
0 3. Tea, that which is more va- 4 

luable. I was born of reli |: 
rents, truly religious: T 
Thanks be to God. It j Y 
Mercy to be born of good Parents 
than of Princes. I s not born of 3 
Erroneous Parents, who have Zeal il 
without Knowledge, and the Shew 4 £ 
of Religion, without the Powef 
and Purity of it ; who might have 4 
43 


deaven'd my early Years with falſe } 4 
Notions; and ſo have lead me out 
of the Way of God, into the By- 

paths of Sin ; for Errors in Judge 
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rent, naturally produce Errors 
Practice, and ſeldom one Error 
goes alone; for its Name is Legion, 
cauſe they are many. But I was 
3 horn of Parents who were Ortho- 
41 ox and Sound in the Faith, who 
ad a good Report of all Men, and 
the Truth it ſelf: Whoſe Joy it 
3 Fould have been, to have ſeen. 
ieir Children walking in the 
Truth. O that I may be a Child. 
- | % Light, and not of Darkneſs. I 
I $ as born of Parents eminent for 
Practical Godlineſs, holy, humble, 
1 Ppedient, attending conſtantly on 
l the Ordinances of God, confor- 
able in their Lives to all his holy 
dy 4 Laws, who had all the Marks of 
row Chriſtians; in Life and in 


wag 


1 3 s God in the eternal World, 
'Y 
„r them, as they were of Chriſt :- 
4 hat 1 may with them for ever and. 
cif ver adore that diſtinguiſhing” 
Love, that ſaved them, and 


0 er it be. I was born of Pray 


. any a Petition did they put 
3 5 3 | u] 7 


ts Meath; who are now, I doubt not, 


d that I may be a faithful Follower + 


hope will ſave, me too. O Las 4 


Ing Parents, eminent in their DOuUbw6 
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rity both the Church and Strangers 


rity never goes unrewarded in-thi | 


up to Heaven for me, and my poot 
Brother. How oft, how card 
did they beg for Mercy for theirs, 
that they might meet them with 
Comfort in the Great Day of chelf 
Lord, when Theirs had faithfully K 
ſerved God, and Their Genera- 
« O Lord take down the Files, I 
ce view over their Prayers, and re- 
* member the Children of thy Ser- 1 
« yants now in Glory.” The Pray- 
ers of Parents for their Children, E 
are better than the Eſtates 'of Pa- Y 
rents. May I never croſs nor can- 
cel one Petition. I was born of i 
charitable Parents, of whoſe Cha- Y 


were Witneſſes, who being dead, 
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1 
yer ſpeak. They were free with 4 


their Money to ſupply the Neceſſi- 
ties, and highly charitable with 
good Books to the Souls of Sinners, 3 
that they might encourage true Re- 
ligion. A very conſi derable Por- 

tion of every Year's Increaſe was 3 
ſet apart for charitable Uſes, and 
God was pleaſed to proſper them in Sd 
all their wordly Concerns. Cha 
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bor ife. May I learn of them as a 


ith nder, careful Parents, 'who not 
( _ gave me up with them- 


3 \cir private Devotion, and in the 
0 ublick Ordinances: Both in Bap- 
Wo. Wm, and frequently at the Table 
- 1 the Lord. How can I go back? 
y- bc Vows of God areupon me. I 


en, In thinc, O Lord, by the moſt 


7 . Dedication, and thine may I 
> for ever and ever. 
It pleas'd God to remove my 


| o kna more in the other World. 
was about three Years old N 


dil Wor Friendleſs; for my God took 
in 


B 4 = Lord. 


irs, 1 I was born of moſt indulgent, 
ut of Cuſtom, but ſincerely and 


Elves to God, in Covenant, in 


1 ear Parents, when I was very 
oung, ſo. that I never remember 
em. I have only heard who the 
5 ere, and how they liv'd : I. wait E 


je up, as if he deſign'd to take the 
[ole Care of me himſelf; and a ve= 
#4 peculiar Regard he had to me. 
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y God took ſrom me my deareſt =: 
AF arents, almoſt at the ſame time; 
- b that I was Fatherleſs and Mos | | 
2 herleſs in my very Infancy, but 


1 9 
„ Lord fill up the Relations 
« Neath hath diſſoly'd, be a Fa- 
« ther to the Fatherleſs, and ten. f 
ce der, with the Love of a Mother, 
< the Motherleſs.” A Heavenly 
9 
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Father is the beſt Father, an ever- 
laſting Father; A precious Re- 
deemer, is the beſt Relation. Lord 3 
grant me my Deſires, and fulfil thy 
Promiſes to thy Servant, that is de- 
voted to thee. Amen. 1 
Sure, all Advantages conſider'd, 
no one Individual in the World 5 
© bath had greater and better Birth- F 
Privileges than I: O that I may I 
nevef profanely ſell my Birth- 
Right, but anſwer it with de 
higheſt Improvements. 9 
My dear Parents took great Care A 
for my holy Education, which the 
Lord proſper. At their Death, 
they committed me to the Care if 
1 and Inſpection of thoſe, who they 
Wb | knew would not only be concern'd A | 
for the Welfare of my Body, but | J 
principally. of my precious Soul. | 
And thus in my Minority, was q 
left in kind and faithful Hands, and 
eſpecially in the kindeſt Hands off 
* deareſt Lord: O how ce 


ro. 


ons | 
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n- | ſerve the beſt Love, and Obedience 
er, Z 


ay Hourable Remembrance when dead. 
=, May I never do any thing unwor- 
e- 


rd we my ſelfto my deareſt Redeem-- 
hy r. O my Soul, theſe Bleſſings 
- Thrift 1 for me with his 


4 Y With Comfort in the other World, 
Ir the great Day, when I believe I 


| 4 hall ſee them again. May I be 
re I heir Crown of Joy in that Day. 
he 22 Parents and Childreu, and 
1 A _ that meet together at: 


Halt i in Chriſt, and with Chriſt for: 


THOMAS BrarD:. 


0 = 85 reſpect the Memory of 
ny dear Parents: Holy Parents de- 


whilſt Living, and the moſt Ho- 


Why of them. But moſt of all I 


on ood: Admire him and Love. 
3 him, and do him all the Service: 

ou canſt in the World. O Lord, 
rant I may meet my Holy Parents, 
nd Gracious and Glorify'd Friends, 


Erro 
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07 my Education. , 
HUS at the Deſire of my 


now glorified Parents, and 
by the Providence of my Heaven 
Father, my Lot was caſt here at 
Aulceſter in Warwickſhire, where 19 2 
am to praiſe God, in the midſt of a 
Thouſand Enjoyments. 9 
This is a Place moſt free from che 
common Temptations of the World. 
I have here no ill Company to 0. 
fect me, no ill Examples to corra pu 
me, no Swearers, no Curſers, no f 
Drunkards, no Sabbath- breaen 
no prophane Scoffers; None but 1 
what Pray, and are obliged to 
keep conſtant to their private Duty 9 
as well as their publick Attendan- q , 
ces. Here are indeed the common 
Vanities of Youth ; but few, but a : 
who ſeem to favour the beſt things; 4 
and none of my Aſſociates, but 
who ] hope are truly ſerious. The 
Fro wardneſs of ſome, is for my 
Tryal and Exerciſe: and the Se- 


riouſneſs of others, for my Encous 
ragement 


Mr. Tons“ Brand 
| ragement. O Bleſſed be God, that 
| | my Lot ſhould be caſt here. A good 
Family is a good City of Refs: 

I fell into the Hands of a moſt 


7 13 loving, skilful, compaſſio- 
nate Maſter; a Father rather than 


ny = 

nd a Maſter, awhoſe Endeavour hath 
7 been to train me up in Learning, 
at 1 Wand in the Fear of the Lord toge- 


19 


tber. One that knew patiently to 
fa 


bear with my puerile Infirmities : 


he + Miſcarriages : But never in 
Id. %a Paſſion, always with Meekneſs 
n- and Tenderneſs: With Love con- 
pri vincing me of my Error, and af- 
are me with a Senſe of my 
Fault. Gentle Rebukes are ſove- 


ut 4 reign Medicines, and kind Corre- 
to A E &ors choice Friends. We all not 
99 only fear, but love our Maſter. 
nNeer Fear is ſlaviſi, but Love and 
on E ear are truly Generous. Good 
ut 1 EMaſters are publick Bleflings. Here 

s have ſat under the powerful Diſ- 
ut penſations of all the Ordinances of 
he God, for above fourteen Years to- 
17 ether, I have heard the joyful 


ound; I have heard ſuch Sermons, 


But yet faithfully corrected me for _ 


and ſuch Subjects, tlrat have been 
enough; 
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enough to awaken the moſt ſtupid, 
and affect the moſt dull; be 19 
am ſure have had many Seals. How IR 
ſweet hath the Word been to my 
Taſte, Icarneſtly remember it ſtill. 
May I prove one of the Seals of this 
Miniſtry. Good Miniſters are 
ſome of 4 greateſt Mercies to the 
World. O my Soul, bleſs God for 
{ach Soul Friends. A 
Here I have had the Privilege of 3 
Family-Worſhip : Thrice a Day 
have I heard the Word read; and 
Prayers offer d. Once a Week have 'Y 
Theard one or other Queſtion in R- 
ligion examin'd and ſtated. Once a i ; 
| Wok have I been catechiſed and in- 
ſtructed. Once a Week have Ihad an 
Opportunitgof more publick Pray- 
er. Twice a Week, ſince I have had 
any Capacity, I and my Compani- 
ons have privately engag'd in Pray- 
er together, and here I have met 
with God. Twice every Sabbath 
have I heard Practich "ane a 2 
and in the Evening Repetition. 
Theſe; unleſs any thing extraordi- 
nary hath interrupted, have been 
my conſtant Privileges for have 
+: Years. What an Account have 
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THOMAS BEAR D. 
Neo give, 9 my Soul! How ſhall 1 
Ealwer it to God, Lord help me, 
that my Improvements may be ac- 
ording to my Enjoyments. Here, 
i O my Soul, ſtand and admire at 
is 1 I Love of God in Chriſt, and his 
re Free Grace to me; that whilſt 
le Kt Thouſands periſh for want of 
r Knowledge, I ſhould be train'd 
up in the School of Chriſt. Few 
In the World have had half my Pri- 
ZFileges. Should I periſh under ſuch 
Enjoyments, how low ſhould I 


"a 
1 op 


e A Gnk in Miſery. God forbid. 
—l came here very Young, and ſo 


bo had good Principles inſtill'd into 
me, before the Vanities of the 
World had inſinuated themſelves. 
1 had a Cloſet to retire into, for 


d private Devotion, and Heart Exa- 
- 1 Þnination ; ; I have had ſome of the 


Fhoiceſt Books to Read, almoſt on 


rt very Subject. I have had time 
b | BZ allow'd me for Soul-con- 


4 erns; O that I had improv'd it as 
.Þ I ought. I have not wanted En- 
Pouragement, Counſels, Exhortati- 

ons to what is Good, nor Reſtraints 
em what is Evil. Yea, here I 
PRave had the gracious . 
Q: 


2 
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of the Spirit of God. Theſe and] I 
21S Thouſand more have been my 

choice Privileges. Had I impro- 
ved them as I ought, I might have 
been one of the firſt, one of the moſt : 
eminent of Chriſtians of my Age 
and Standing. Lord! How ſhall 1 1 
anſwer it? Good Education is like 
a good Foundation for the beſt Su- 3 
perſtructure. Millions have been 1 
ruined by bad Education. Ho 
mercifull ny hath the Grace of God 
conſulted my Happineſs. Happy 
indeed, if thoſe of us, that have 
been educated together , anſwer 
our Education: O that there may 
not be a prophane Eſau among all 
the Flock. 1 

But this is not all the Happineſs F 
J have met with here. The Pro- 
vidence of God plac'd me in the [ 
Arms and Boſom of a tender Mi- 1 
ſtreſs, who took as much Care of 
me, as mine own Mother would 
have done. Thus when one Mo- 
ther was dead, God provided me 
another, that I was but a little 
while Motherleſs. Had my oven a 
Parents liv'd, perhaps I had never 
| 1 planted in this Family, my 
own 


1 ail HOMAS DEARD. *© 
nd on good Mother, as J have heard, 
y Wcing exceedingly indulgent, which 
ro- WY might fooliſhly have abuſed to 
ve ny own Prejudice. O the Myſte- 
oft Mies of Divine Goodneſs, even in 
Ine darkeſt Providences. God 
peaketh out of the Clouds; his 
e fery Frowns oft prove great Bleſ- 
ings. And becauſe my Miſtreſs 
en xceſſively indulged me, my God 
Poreſeeing I might have miſim- 
prov'd ſuch Kindneſs, was pleas d 
py o remove her too. Thus I loſt 
ve wo Mothers, but my God ſtill ca- 
er ed for me. May I meet them 
ay Poth at laſt at the Right Hand of 
all Thriſt. Exceſſive Indulgence oft 
proves prejudicial to poor Minors. 
eſs Fond Friends are not always the 
eſt Friends: But I was not left 
Friendleſs. What turns did the 
i- heels of Providence take for my 
of Advantage, I can't but admire, and 
d ay, O Wheel! O Bleſſed be God 
or his correcting Mercies. Lord 
elp me ſeriouſly to conſider the 
le rivileges that I have had: Aſſiſt 
nme, O my God. Amen. 


r „ 
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CHAP. III. . 
Of the Vanity of my Youth. F 
HO in the World hack 1 


more to anſwer for than I? 
but what Account ſhall I give ? I ' 
have reaſon to lament, and ſay, 
Childhood and Youth are Vanity. The 
Lord forgive me. From the Age 
of Three, to Twelve Years old, 
there was little or nothing but Va- 1 
nity. I was pleas'd with every pue- 
rile Impertinence and Trifle : But 
Religions Exerciſes were without 
Guſt and Savour. I was devoted to 
my Sports and Paſtimes, extrava- | 
gantiy fond of Gaming: This was 
my very Element I moved in, whilſt 
the precious Soul was ſhamefully W 
neglected, and expoſed. Thus 1 
ventur'd the Loſs of all, to gratifty 
my own Humours and fleſhly In- 
clinations. Fleſh Pleaſers are bold 
Adventures. How much precious 
Time did I waſte in theſe filly. Fro- 
licks. 1 was a true Drudge to ua 2 
ua 
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Fiving, forecaſting, flaving at 

3 em. a 

4 Was Time no more precious ? 
F ad I taken that Pains in ſerving 
y God, as in ſerving the Fleſh, 

That Joy and Comfort might I have 


ill 3 


1 4 ow had ! But O how afflictive are 
IIe Thoughts of theſe things? Sin 
ay, id Satan are ill Maſters. I was 
hel Y Y 1 Pon tired with that which is Good, 
ge ut unwearied at my Sports. I 
Id, ſought I might have been excuſed, 
a- Wcauſe Young, but Conſcience 


e- 
ut f Conſcience would forgive me. 
at The blackeſt Crime I have to 


harge my ſelf with, is the hor- 


1s | 1 ut rarely committed, and to ex- 


it 3 


5 | 42 of it ſting me! What a 
ie Wretch was I 2 What a young, 
Pinner? Lies do not extenuate, 
ut double the Fault. 3 

l was often admonifhed, and ſe- 


= 
Punke 


Fal Pleaſures. Night and Day con- 


1 Wil! not excuſe. O that the God 


1 l 4 Sin of Lying. Which tho“ 


'Y tnſe my {elf too; yet how do the 


i db called upon; but I was deaf 
to Counſel : And tho I ſometimes 
 _ for it, yet my Inclinations 
3 rere fo Rrong, and violent, that L 
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puſht on in gratifying the Fil 
What a ſinful Nature have I? Ho 
is Folly bound up in my Heart 
The more Warnings, the greater ; 
the Sin. | n 
I did not indeed live without 
Duty. I was not ſuffered, or elle} 1 
my own corrupt Nature would 1 
gladly have diſpens'd with it. 1% 
had Books more for a Shew, than 
Service; I was covetous of Books, i. 

but ſeldom read in them. Books 
without Grace to uſe them, are a 
poor Library. I ſometimes -crired(l F 
into my Cloſet; but what did 1% 
there? Little better I fear than waſte 9 
part of my Time in Vanity. The 4 
moſt I can ſay is, I was there; OW 
that I could ſay, I had been with 4 
God there. i 
Indeed whilſt I was thus buſie 4 
at Vanity, and drudging for Trifles, 
my Conſcience often, or always 2 
checkt me, I was aſhamed of my 
ſelf. Sin always carries Guilt and 4 
Shame with it, whilſt Duty afford | 4 
eth true Peace and Satisfaction. 1 
had often too, ſome gracious Mo- 
tions, and Divine Influences ; but 
the childiſh Humour, and brutrh 
Pe 
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eſheſh bore all down. I oppoſed © 
owMonſcience, I quenched the Spi- 
rt Nr, I lighted Admonitions, to ful- 
ter the Deſires of the Fleſh, which 
v coſts me dear. Alas! alas! 
outMwelve Years of my ſhort Life 
elſe ve been waſted and loſt. The 
uld rd forgive me. 


= CHAP. IV. 
2 3; 73 = 25 
ed n) 7/7 Acquaintance with God. 


te) U God was more merciful 
TY) to mc, than I was to my felf; 
A was Vain and Sinful, and deſtroy- 
g my ſelf; but God's Grace ap- 
ear'd to me. God's Grace is 2 
Wetter Preſerver than our own Re- 
lutions. Tis ſomewhat to be born 


ben I was between Twelve and 
d Fhirteen Years old, the Grace of 

od laid hold on me: It found me 
Fifling, but it quickly made me {es 


Wt quickly made me Heawenlyz I 
gemember the time., I ſhallknever 


Within the Virge of the Covenant: 


ious: It found me Worldly, burt 
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forget the Day. The Day of our 


* 


Converſion ought never to be for- 
got. It was ona Saturday, Ithink, 
An. Dom. 1704. The Day of my 
Eſponſals, and of the Gladneſs off 
my Heart. C 

By the Direction of my dear 
Maſter, ſome of greater Maturityſi 
than I retired to pray together, tog 
help forwards one anothers Salva- 
tion; Poor I happily was in their 
way, but buſy at my Sports. One 
of them, my dear Friend, the hap- 
py Inſtrument, asked me to go with 
them: And I being proud of Eſteem, 
was ambitious to aſſociate with 
them, not knowing as far as I can 


recollect, what their Defign was. £ | 
Had I known it had been for Pray- 


er, I fear I ſhould have choſe my 
Diverſions. But God had a great 
Work to do in me, and for me: 
how free, how rich, how wonder-W 
ful is the Grace of God! Whilit Wl 
they were engaged in Duty, I did 


little elſe but laugh behind the 


Curtain. Thus I came away, not 
the better, but the worſe, had not 
the Grace of God over-ruled (Q 


my Soul behold and admire the 


good. 
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ood Hand of my God upon me.) 
oon after, I overheard two or 
hree cenſuring me, for my inde- 


„ent Atheiſtick Carriage, and my 
VW cart inſtantly ſmote me. O ſee 
dow the Stratagems of Satan ſome- 


mes through Grace become the 
Wcans of Salvation! He deſigned 
for Evil; but the Grace of God 
5 it to my everlaſting Wel- 

: Thus the good Work began, 


? t 700 gether. My Heart burned with 
p-me. One of my Companions 
hi 7 As ſo faithful to me, as to reprove 
n, e ſeriouſly, and ſpeak to me af- 
chWtionately about another World ; 

in the spirit of God ſet in with 
38. kind Admonitions: Every Ex- 
9 Neſſion came with Power, ffi 
37 w th I reſolved to ſet on the great 


at N prk of Salvation. O ſee, my 
e: , what God can do? Out of the 

r- Pt of Babes and Sucklings he or- 

Iſt e Strength, to till the Enemy, 

id WW the Avenger. 

he 


hat which help'd on the good 


ot Work, was the good Company 1. 
ot H. It pleaſed God at this very 
Oe to work upon the Conſcien- 
he 


ces 


At 14 my Repentings were kindled 
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ces of almoſt all our Claſs : Wh 
had all a very great Concern ung 
us, for our own, and one another 
Souls, our precious and immort [ 
Souls. We had each others Exaniſ 4 
ples and Prayers to help on one 1 
nother to Heaven and Glory: 
how ſweet was it to talk with mil 
Companions of an 7 
State! How much was I affect 
with their Diſcourſes. Thus will 
walked together as Brethren, edi 
fying one another, and drawing 
one another nearcr and nearer WM 
God in a Way of Duty. Golf 
Examples are good Guides 
Heaven. m 
What further advanc'd the go 
Work, was a happy Dream I bal 
one Night as I lay on my Bed. 
dreamt "That I ſaw the Tribunal 
God erected, and all brought to 
Bar ; and all my Companions 1 N 
cepted, and bleſſed, and carr 
up to the Enjoyment of God 
Heaven: But J, poor miſera 
Wretch, was left behind. 1 
dreadful Thought ſtruck me wif 
Terror and Horror: It was 2 
Hell begun. I ſoon awoke, 


** 
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y 1 hung upon me; I con- 
inued amazed, yet blefling God I 
as out of Hell, reſolving, with 
reat Diligence, to fet upon the 
Vork of my eternal Salvation. O 
he Love of God, in guiding my 
Thoughts in the Night Seaſon ! 
reams themſelves, thro' the Grace 


* A 
POR 
heli | 


3 
1 
ny $ 


tin E God, may be Helps to Heaven. 
ct ben the Morning came, I aroſe, 
rangely ſurpriz d with my preſent - 


tate; I quickly fell to my Prayers, 
d pour d out my Soul to God, the 
Prd hear every Petition. Amen. 
My Affection and Zeal for Re- 


4 
vig 
r 4 
500 I 
> 
ay deareſt Maſter, who took O- 
ion to talk ſweetly and heavenly 
me, and to encourage me to go 
with ſuch Expreſſions as theſe : 

al hat, my dear Child, doſt in good 
ol E Fneſt begin to look after Cod? ? 
1 Fejoice in thee, and over thee: 

at! Looking Heaven-wards. O 


on, let nothing diſcourage, nor. 


; my Crown, and their Crown ;. 


ion was ſoon taken notice of by 


der thee : Thi: s, this is the way 
thy glorified Parents. Wbat 
Ill be ſo happy as to preſent tuen 
laſt to them, my Joy, and their 


and | 
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And the Joy of God, and Chriſt ol 


ever. Such Expreſſions ſoon melt 
ed down my Heart, drew Teal 
from me. Ithank'd him, and ask'Y 
him for ſome good ſuitable Boo 
he ſoon directed me, and poli 1 
me, and with many Encourage 
ments and Aſſurances of AccepiM 
tance with God, preſs'd me to 9 
on. I remember it ſtill. O he 
' Bleſſings are good Adviſers, ani 
tender Conſciences. 1 

I now began, with great Seri 
ouſneſs, to think of the beſt Thing 
The Spirit of God graciouſly gui 
ded my Thoughts. It came-powl 
erfully into my Mind, what 
Wonder of Mercy I was: Thi? 
whilſt thouſands periſh'd in the 
Sins, the free Grace of God ſhoul 
lay hold on me: That I ſhould bl 
ſpar'd, and they cut down, . than 
had not ſinned againſt ſuch _ tl 
ſuch Mercies, and Privileges, an 
Warnings, as 1 O what A. Mei 
cy, that ſu ch a Wretch as 1 
be owned, who had ſo.ſhamefull 
lighted the Grace of God! 
what a Mercy, that as I adde 
one Slight to apothers God did 1 3 
7 Ad 


] 


{ 


M.. THOMAS BRAR D. 

rol dd one Judgment to another! 
I That my Dream did not prove 
a Reality; "has I ſhould be on this 
KEde Miſery, who might have been 


okf ondemned for ever. Still I am 
ieh pared. Lord help me, that I 


gay improve the Day of thy Pa- 
epWicnce. 
1 ſoon obſerv'd the malicioos Be | 
bn Pes of Satan againſt me. He hath 


re Spite againſt the Chil- 
* en of good Parents, and of pious 
criWducation. If ſuch a one as I pe- 
6 j a, it will be with a Witneſs: My 
a . will be greater than that of 
Woſt in the World, as my Privile- 
. 4 Es have been greater. The Fall 
Ml the Poſterity of the Righteous | 
heiß moſt ſcandalous and pernicious 
dul themſelves and others. I have 
bo e more need to watch, and pray, 
chal d fight valiantly the Lord's Bat- 
gni&s, O help me. Amen. 

an This "er it warm on my 
thoughts, that the Providence of 
dul od had plac'd me under happy 
ful ircumſtances, and at the ver 
gates of Salvation, deſcendin 
Ideßhom gracious Parents. The God | 
not my dear Parents is willing to be 9 


ad( 


The” EI 
my God: He that was merciful tq 

| them, will be merciful to me, be 
ing one with them. I am one thai 
hath the faireſt Opportunity fo 
Heaven, I bleſs God, my Father 
God. O forſakenot the Son of th 
Handmaid. God hath blefled mg 
for their ſakes, even to Adm irat ion 
The Deſigns of the Grace of 
God, muſt be my eternal Welfaref 
for he delighteth not in the Death of 
Sinner, much leſs in the Death of on 
that is a Branch of a Religious Fa 
mily. The preſent Bleſſings too H 
beſtows upon Me, are great Alu 
rances of eternal Bleſſings: Hl 
that is ſo kind now, will be eterſ © 
nally kind, if I am not wanting tl 
my own Soul. If ever I peril 
my Damnation will lie at my owl 
Door. There is Hope for me, an 4 
the beſt Encouragements. O tha 
I may never reſt in the Creatu 4 
but reſt upon the Creator. * 
I have indeed been a very pro © 
voking Wretch ; there is no roof 
for delay; tis high time for me tl 4 
reform, and ſet upon the greal 
Work, who have loitered and "(in A 
ned away ſo many Years. * 7 
| pu! 
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MB pirit will not always ſtrive with 
hene. O now my Soul ſet in with 
hats Motions: God will not always 
fol car with me, now then is the Time 
er o engage in the Service of my 
tchill3od. O now let me begin, and 
mW loſe in with God, and accept him 
oor my God. Amen. 
oF Should I ſtifle all theſe Motions, 
erbat would be the Iſſue? Whom 


of ercics win not, Judgments ſoon 


vertake. Judgments hang over 
cir Heads, who deſpiſe the Grace 
Wy God. And it may be, thoſe 


adgments may not ſo much as 


E wy 
\ a 
* 


Nen Heart, but only ſerve to har- 
Nen me for eternal Judgments. 

Wherefore I reſolve inſtantly to 
Wcgin, whilſt it pleaſeth God- to 
Real with my Conſcience. Bleſ- 
a be the Lord, that hath met with 


cure in the Beginning of my Days, 
hilſt others are juſtly left to ſin 


projet to Old Age, how free is the 
oof race of God? Even ſo Father, 
ve it ſeemeth good in thy ſight. 
rei Thus 1 {et ſeriouſly to the main 
I ork; three times every Day I re- 
IH red for private Devotion, and four 


Spit GS times 


arm me, if I now harden my 


28 


long time. And tho' the F eſtivali + | 
come on, when our common Buſil 1 
neſs was diſmiſt; and I was calle 


Heart in every Place was taken ul 
about another World: No Diver 


The LIFE off 
times every Lord's Day : When! 
poured out my Soul to God in Pray 
er, beſides Family and publick Ar 
tendances. When Holinefs is rea 
it will ſhew it ſelf in good Works. 

And whilſt I thus walk'd with 
God, I had not the leaſt Sickneſs 
I felt not the leaſt Pain: I met noi 
with the leaſt Trouble, as 1 knowl 
of, though in a troubleſome World 
unleſs this that I was a Sinner 3 
The Lord pardon me. n 

And O what ſweet Communion 

had I with God? What Delight 
in Ordinances? How ſweet t 
think of another World, and of thi 
Love of Chriſt to my Soul? Howl 
pleaſant to talk of Everlaſting Hap 

ineſs? I had a Heaven up 
Earth, and thus it continued for 


abroad to viſit my Friends, mij 3 


fions juſled out Duty; I ſought toff 
Retirements for Prayer, and Cori 
3 with God, and God hear 

1 returned to my old * : 
wits 
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with the ſame Zeal and Life; and 
growth in Knowledge, and ig 


the Grace of God, was very wiſibſe. 
At- hus all things went well with me, 
1 whilſt J kept cloſe to God and 


Duty. 


f 


1 Of my Decays and Apoſtacy. 


4 E T notwithſtanding all my 
gun Privileges, Enjoyments, 
n 1 Hopes, Promiſes, Attendances, 
Experiences, Encouragements, 
of i otwithſtanding all theſe I fell; I 
apfel foully and — Oh I 
do fel from God and my Duty. Oh 
* pecrfidious, vile, finful Wretch! I 
Fa el from that God, from whom 1 
had received innumerable Favours, 
le and Mercies. Oh the Deceitful- 
mig neſs of Sin! The Cunning of the 


Enemy! The Corruption of ay 
ei own Heart. 
i I durſt not omit Duty, but I fell 


under a wretched Indifferency: 1 
* more rarely attended * it, I 


br S:3 eee | 
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eki became dull and ſtupid; 
Religious Exerciſes loſt their Sweet- 
neſs: The Word of the Lord be- 
came the Burden of the Lord. The 
Spirit with-held its Influences, my 
God withdrew from me. I was as 
one deſerted. I went backward 
many degrees. 
And thus the Enemy deceiv'dl % 
me, and prevail'd againſt me, and 1 
drew me into many Snares andi 
Sins. I return'd to my old Vani-M 
ties, and waſted many "reccoul 
Hours in unbecoming Diverſions, 
which I thought harmleſs, but the 
Reflections prove bitter. O how 
much Time did they devour, and 
- ſomewhat of Treaſure too, which 
might have been better imploy'd.ſ 
This lead me into one more groſs 
Miſtake, to the wounding of my 3 
Conſcience, which I cannot but 
continually lament. My Mind 
was ſtrangely ſet upon my Plea-| 4 F 
ſures, which I attended more con- 
ſtantly than my Duty. Theſe ſtole 
away my Affections from my God, 
and my Duty: O Lord forgive me. 


A men. 
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The Cauſes ofs my Apoſtacy, ſo 
ar as I can recollect, were theſe 
wo. It is good to ſearch into the 
grounds of Apoſtacy, that we may 
Wor the future avoid the Occaſions 
pf Sin, and no more fall from 
od. 
The firſt Stumbling- block Was, 
The ill Example of ſome of my dear 
ompanions, who tho! hopeful 
1 and ſerious whilſt here, ſoon de- 
- lin'd when abroad in the World. 
* nich caſt a Damp, not only up- 
4 dn my Spirits, but upon theirs who 
ere left behind: Thoſe that en- 
Wcouraged me to Seriouſneſs, were 
* firſt that diſcourag'd me. It 
is one thing to be under the In- 


po 2 


. 5 Wy another thing to be oh to he 
17 Lide World. III Examples, even 
ut Mat a diſtance, are valtly prejudicial. 
49 YT bs Defe&ion of hopeful Begin- 
= g ners is of the worſt conſequence 
- WF to the Souls of others. - | 
Many hopeful Buds have been 
Inipt. Thus we who were Fellow 
helpers of one another's Faith, be- 
came Deſtroyers of the ſame. May 
A ever take care of ill Company. 
cc 4. $3 How 


* 
4 
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How eaſily did they prevail againſſi 
me, who by the Cunning of Satan 
fell away by degrees ? | 

Another Occaſion of my Fall 
was, the Omiſſion of one known 
Duty; that Iwilfully abſented from) 
and God juſtly withdrew. I ſect 
if I give way to one Sin, Satan 
will quickly draw me to another 
And thus the whole Link may run 3 
on, even to my eternal Condemna- 
tion, without the preventing Grace 
of God. O Lord, O Mercitul% 
« God, pardon and forgive, for e- 
«© ever and ever. Amen. $ 

My Soul, take care, and arcendli 
upon all the Ordinances of Goal N : 


9 


En 
| 0X my Recovery. 


| B x God who choſe me from 
my Mother's Womb, had 
Mercy upon me; and why on mc, 
when others of my Companions 
| are 
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are hardened ? Happy if this Re- 
lation prove to their Conviction. 
« O Lord, let not Convictions die. 
O God, my God, let not Convi- 
* ctions die. Amen. : 
Praiſes to Reſtraining Grace. 
What ſhall I now do, that I may 
no more prevaricate and turn aſide ? 
Iwill charge my Soul moſt earneſt- 
ly, and bind my ſelf for ever to the 
Lord, in a molt ſolemn Covenant, 
and caſt my ſelf upon the Grace of 
1 God i in Chriſt for ever. 
= And now my Seut, that God's 
W frequent Calls, and my Refuſals 
and Apoſtacies, may not provoke 
re 5 to withdraw, and leave 
me to the Commiſſions of my old 
ins; and thus I become a greater 
inner, and hardned for ever, and 
be at laſt condemned at God's Bar. 
0 my Soul, I charge thee to con- 
ider. 
= How ſhall I be ever able in an 
unconverted Eſtate, to meet my 
glorified Father and Mother, with 
any Comfort in the Great Day of 
ad the Lord? And can I be e 


„ebe ctcrnally parted be e 
15 God forbid. 
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in the Flames of Hell to all Eterni-M 


in as Witneſſes againſt me, if I 


my Parents, my Maſter, my Com- 


if I am faithful; and all will be = 


own me, if I return to him. off 


I] come; accept me, O Lord Jeſus.” 


How can I bear BY Wrath of 
God for ever ? : 
What for ever be excluded Hea- 4 
ven and Happineſs, and be ſhut up 


ty! God forbid. : 
All my Acquaintance, and Re- F 
ligious Companions, will come 


prove unſincere. Oh dreadful !i 
Oh dreadful ! And my Maſter, 
and my God too, will implead me, 
before all the World. And how 
ſhall I anſwer their Charges ? A 


World upon me. E 
But if I faithfully ſerve my God, 


panions, and all will witneſs for 
me: My Conſcience, my God 
will be for me. All will help me, 


ainſt me, if I am otherwile. 


God hath promiſed that he will 
« my God, turn me. Now, O Lordi 


Then ſhall I taſte of the Sweet-M 
neſs of Religion. I ſhall have Peace 
ot ee Joy in the Holy 

Gl 


Mr. I'HOMAS 
Ghoſt, Increaſe of Grace, and Per- 
ſeverance therein unto the end. 
I ſhall be bleſſed in all my Studies 
and Labours, and in all I have. 
God will hear my Petitions at all 
times: 
I ſhall be fat and flouriſhing in 
the Houſe of my God. 

I ſhall be Far perous in all I have, 
in all I do. 

I ſhall have no Troubles to af- 
flict me, but what will turn to my 


BEAR P. 


8 Advantage. I ſhall be deliver d 
from an uncomfortable Death here, 
e and a miſerable Death for ever. 


Lord, help, let theſe things invite. 
and ee me to thy ſelf. Amen. 
I am thine, Lo. I am thine. 
In the Preſence of the Great 
God, I declare this Day, | 
That Four times every Day, I 
will make my Application to him 
for all Things. 
5 That whenever I am tempted, , I 
will run to him for Succour. 
That I will not ſuffer my ſelf to 
be enthralled by any Luſts in dhe 
Service of the Devil. 
That all I do ſhall be refers rd to 
the Glory of God. 
That 
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That I will never profane his 
Holy Sabbaths. . 
| That I will be ſerious in Read- 

ing, in Praying, in * in 

every Duty. 

I will never dare to tell a wilfulf 
Le. .&c: 
'O Great God, enable me by thy 
Grace to obſerve all theſe Things. 
Be pleaſed to pardon all my Sins, 
and help me by thy Grace, who am 
reſolved to endeavour to perform 
all that thou enjoineſt me to do. 
To which I put my Hand and Seal i 
this Day. 1 
2. B 


My Beloved is mine, and 1 am his. 
Let this be the Motto. 
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And the better to confirm my 3 
Soul, I will ſubſcribe Mr. Allens J 
Covenant, and that Covenant of 

Grace and Life, which my dear 
Maſter hath pen'd down for us, 


Which is as followeth. 
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Tr. HOMAS DEARD. 


The Goſpel Covenant. 


I call Heaven and Earth to wit- 
neſs this Day, 

That I renounce with Abhor- 
rence all Idol-lovers whatſoever, 
and avouch the Great God of Hea- 
W ven and Earth to be my Sovereign 
Lord and Happineſs: To whom, 
and to whole Service, I devote my 


ſeif for ever. For San&ification, 


for Juſtification, for Conſolation, 


for Preſervation, and for Salvation. 


Firſt, I take God the Father to be 
my Sovereign Lord and Father, 
8 whoſe Intereſt I will eſpouſe as 
mine own, and whoſe Will I will 


carefully attend, caſting my ſelf up- 


on his rich Grace alone, through 
eſus Chriſt my Lord. 


= 2. 1 rake God the Son to be my 
We >2viour, Lord, and Mediator, my 
Prophet, Prieſt and King; to 


J whoſe Government I entirely yield 


my ſelf, building all my Hopes of 
Happineſs upon his meritorious O- 
bedience, through the ſaving Ope- 

rations of the bleſſed Spirit. 


3. I 
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3. I take God the Holy Ghotlf 
to be my Sanctifier, Guide and 
Comforter : To whoſe Conduct I I 
ſubmit my ſelf, depending upon 
his ſacred Influences, according tolfi 
the Word of God. ? 

I take the Word of God to be. 
the Rule of my Faith, both of my 
Doctrines and Practice. I believe 9 
it to be a perfect Rule; and re- 
ſolve to conform my ſelf to it as it 0 
is receiv'd in the Church of God. 

5. I take the Church of God to 
be my Habitation, reſolving to aſ- 
ſociate with God's faithful Servants, 
in all the Inſtitutions of his Grace, 
and to advance all I can the true 
Evangelical Proteſtant Religion ml 
my Place and Generation. 3 

6. I give my ſelf to God the Fa- 
Fg Son and Spirit. My Soul and 
Body, my Name and Eſtate, and 
all that is mine, to be at his Diſpo- 4 
ſal and Service: Whoſe I am, and 
whoſe I deſire all that 1s mine i 
ſhould be. | 

Thus I take the Great God to vel 
my God, my Covenant-God, and 
the God af mine, in Covenant for 


evermore, according to the Keke 
» N ü | 0 


Mr. THOMAS BEARD. 
of his Grace in Jeſus Chriſt, 
And all this I do, as in the Pre- 
ſence of God, Angels, and: Men, 
without Force, or Fraud, Reſerve, 
or Revocation. 
Amen and Amen. So help me, 
O my God. LE 
To which, by thy Grace, I put 
my Hand and Seal. 
T. B. @ 


My Bcloved is mine, and I am 
W his. | 


Lord God help me in renewing 
this Covenant; put my Heart into 
Ks a Covenant Frame; that I may 
iu ſtand to it as long as I live. Amen 
and Amen. 

: T. B. ® 


November 29. 1708. Before Men 
and Angels, I proteſt to abide by 
what I have here wrote. Lord 
help me, that I may not go back, 
but ſeriouſly anſwer my Engage- 
ments. I take thee again to be my 


God. | | 
TB. 
Lord 


27 


Lord enable me to keep my Col : 
venant with all my Heart, all the 
Days of my Life, that I may never 
turn aſide to ſerve the Enemy more I 
which I reſolve thro' Grace. 5 3 
zl 


Lord help me by thy Spirit tolf 
perform what thou requireſt, and 
J have again and again covenantediſ 
to do, Amen. * 
There's need of renewing our 
Covenants, if we will abide with 
God. But renewed Bonds without 7 
Grace will never hold the deceitful 
Heart. This, therefore being thei 
Seventeenth Year of my Age, Au- | 
guſt 20. 1709. and the Turning 
y .of my Lite, I deſire folemnlyſ 
to renew my Covenant. The 
Lord keep me, O keep me cloſe to I 
thy ſelf. Amen. 
1. B. T 


Seal, O ſweet Jeſus, Seal all to 
my Soul, with the Blood of the e- 
verlaſting Covenant, that I may 
be thine, and for ever thine. Thine 
I am, O Lord; help, O Good 
God : 


Mr. THOMAS BEAR PD. 
God: Help, O my Redeemer: Help 
O my God. Help, O Jeſus : Help, 
© bleſſed Spirit. Help, O God 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. 
Seal, O God: Seal, O Lord Jeſus : 
Seal, O bleſſed Spirit. O God the 
Father, Son ns Holy Ghoſt, ac- 
cept me, I beſeech e my Fa- 
ther, my Saviour, my Sanckifier; 
for thy Name's ſake, for Jeſus's ſake, 
for he Love of the Spirit. Amen. 


| * A mens Am ent. 


And becauſe 'tis now fit I ſhould _ 
WW chooſe ſome Courſe of Life, in 
which I may ſerve my God, and 
his Church, and my Generation, 
upon mature Deliberation and 


Thought, with the Counſel of my 


WT dearcit Friends, and agreeable, as 
I am told, to the Deſigns of my 


now glorified Parents; I ſolemnly 


make Choice of the Work of the 


| * Miniſtry, to be the Work of my 
Life, believing I have a Call from 


God. And accordingly this Day 


engage my ſelf to God, in his =o 
culiar Service. 
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The Miniſterial C ovenant. 


I do now in the Preſence of the 


Great God, Angels and Men, de- 

vote my elf, thro' the Aſſiſtance of 
his Grace, to the Service of the 
Great God, reſolving to renounce 
the World, the Fleſh, and the De- 
vil; and to love, honour and obey, 
to ſubmit to, and truſt in my God 
for ever, The Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. And that I may if 
the — and more particular 
Manner be ſeparated from the 
World, and be ſerviceable ro my 
God, and to my own and others 
Souls; Iam ambitious of his Grace 
thro' which I may chooſe the great 
Work of the Miniſtry, to be the 
ſtated Buſineſs of my Life: And 
reſolve by his Grace, to be diligent 


and faithful in his Work, to labour 


Day and Night in it, that I may bei 
gd happy Inſtrument of convins ; 


cing Sinners, and edifying Saint, 
and ſaving Souls, and advancing 
the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


And this I do i in this turning time 
0 


1 


1 


Myr. THOMAS BEAR. 


pf my Life; beſeeching God that 
may be found faithful, to his Glo- 
y, and to the eternal Advantage 
of my own poor Soul, and the 
ouls of many others. Help O my 
de- God, that I may abide herein to 
_ ofWny Lives end. And when Time 
the hall be no more, let me enjoy thee 
ce or ever. 
e- To all which Iput my Hand and 
ey cal, in the Preſence of the Great 
od od, Angels and Men. 
nd | pos 7 
in 


the 


Z. B. 
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CHAP. VII. 
ea | Of my Temptations. 
thei | 


nd | YI U T altho' the Grace of God 


our Metermin'd my Thoughts and Heart 
be or himſelf and Service; yet I find 
in- he Buſy Enemy ſtill purſuing me, 
its trying to unhinge and unſettle 
ing me. Lord, come in to my Aſſi- 
it. WW ſtance.” O may I never hearken 
me o the Suggeſtions of the evil one. 


D hath thus happily diſpos d and 


Lord 


- — -” 
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Lord help me, let not the E- 
nemy prevail. I know it 1s mot 
unreaſonable to yield, but I cannot 
but fear, becauſe I find my own 
corrupt Nature too apt to comply 
with the Tempter ; without the 
ſpecial Help of the good Spirit oli 
God, I may be yet overcome 
God forbid. © For the Lord i 
« ſus Chriſt his Sake, help me, Un 
«© my God. 1 
The Enemy would perſwade mi 
to deſiſt from Duty — Religion 7 
and to take my carnal Liberty. 5 
But ſhall I apoſtatize from of 7 
good a God, to . ſuch a Slave 0 
Anſwer, O my Soul; Which «Ml 
beſt to ſerve, the God: of Heaven 3 
or the God of this World > Whol 
will reward me beſt? If I ſerv 
my God, I ſhall have Peace ij 
Conſcience, the Bleſſings of Pro- 5 
vidence, the Guidance and Com 3 
forts of the Spirit, the Enjoyment 
of my God, and all the Rn | 
that is above, for ever and ever: 
But if I ſerve the Enemy, he hatif 
nothing to give me; he WT | 
me great things, but there's nothing 
with him but Torments, everlaii-if 
ing 


Mr. THOMAS Braxrp. 


Way maſter indeed! Surely it is 
Petter being everlaſtingly happy 
than miſerable. Get thee behind me 
atan. O Lord my God, teach 
e, help me, that I may fly from 
him; that he may never be able to 
:cep me from the Enjoyment of my 
Heavenly Father, and my dear 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt for ever. Amen. 


wnl 
ply 
the 
© off 


me | 
Je. 


Time enough. you are young, and have 
many Years be fore you : What need 5% 


re! | 5 fo haſty 2 


thus tempt me? Am I not the Son 
Wor good Parents? Was I not early 
eoted to the Service of the Great 


; Fruits to my Maker? Is not my 
i hildhood and Youth the Lord's? 
che Help of the good Spirit of 
ent 

od, without whom I can do no- 


N 


il 
thi 
ng 
t- 
ni 


God, in the Prime of my Days. 
Can I think he will take up with 


have ſerv'd the World, the: Fleſh 


ins Torments ; this is all the Re- 
ward he gives his Servants. A bad 


He ſuggeſts to me, That it 7s Te 


od? Do not I owe my firſt 


ning, I am reſolv'd to ſerve my 


he Refuſe of my Life; when I 


band the Devil, with my Prime? | 
__ 


mp. 14 F 


O cunning Enemy! Doſt thou Alu. 


The LIFE of 


Can I think he will accept of the 
Blind and the Lame, when I have 
Lamb in the Flock? No, no: He 
hath ſaid, Remember thy Creator iy 
the Days of thy Youth ; and why 
ſhould I deter longer ? I find but 


one Inſtance of late Repentance 
and why ſhould I preſume ? Thi 
J am ſure of, if I ſerve my God inf 
the Prime of my Days, I ſhall find 
Mercy; but if I defer longer, I an; 
altogether uncertain what may bel 
the Iſſue. It is beſt being at Certain 1 
ties, in the great Concerns of ones Soul 
and Eternity. Shall T talk or think al 


deferring, when I know not how 4 


ſoon Death may be commiſſion 


by the great God to fetch me out þ 


of this World, and bring me befor 
his great and awful Bar > And if if 
ſhould be before I am prepar'd tl 
meet him, how dreadtul will my 
Caſe be, and that for ever? Bal 
gone, thon Enemy of my Soul 
the Morning of my Age is the fit 
eſt time to begin the great Work 
and it may be the only Time I m 
have; I will not, I am reſolv 'd, Nl 
will not, thro' Grace, defer any 
Moment. WE | 
Put © 


Mr. THOMAS B PARA P. 47 
the But fil I find the Enemy aſſault- Temp. 24 
ing me. What then will you debar 
Jour ſelf of the Comforts and Pleaſures 
uM of his Life ; and expoſe your ſelf to all 
manner of Troubles and Reproaches aud 
Sufferings, which your Religion is like 
to coſt you ? If common Diverſions 
hi ben too mean, there are more noble and 
intellectual Delights; ſolace your ſelf 
ind: the 17/7 of the Age; let Plays and 
omances be your pleaſing Study. 4 
Oh what a Deceiver is my Ene- Anſu. VB 
ny! What are all the Pleaſures of | 
be World but poor and periſhing ? 
What arc theſe to a rational Soul? 
o low unſuitable and unmanly ? 
ne ha!! I thus waſte my Time, ſpend 
ny Eſtate, offend my good Friends, 
FT provoke my God, and neglect my 
t88S0n!, and all to pleaſe the Fleſh? I 
to vil! never do it. It is only ſome 
M phew of Pleaſure, IJ have found it 
eal Bitterneſs. My Pleaſures have 
oſt me dear; for theſe I have o- 
mitted Duty, adventur d upon Sin; 
have indeed pleaſed the Fleſh and 
Satan, but have diſpleaſed God and 
Conſcience. O! I would do fo 
o more. What Pleaſure can 1 
have in thoſe things, whereof J am 
„ now 


3 
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: 
11 
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1 
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now aſhamed. Senſual Pleaſures | i 
find a Sting to my Conſcience, a 


'Death, and Eternity, which arc 


Far be it from me. 


1 3 Affections, and Longing ' 


The LIFE off 


Thorn in the Ficſh ; Torments ra- 
ther than Pleaſures. I have met 4 
with true and ſolid Comfort, andi 
Soul-ſatisfying Joy in the Way ol 4 
Duty and Religion; which out 
weigh far all its Troubles and Dif. 


fliculties. There is nothing of Dll 1 


light in the World comparable tall 
what I have found in the Enjoy 
ment of God. One Hours, yea one A 
Moment's Communion with God, i 
far beyond the ſenſual Delights **al 7 
whole Life. Shall I then 3 the 
Sweets and the Joys of the Hoh 
Ghoſt for the bitter Sweets of Sim 5 
which are but for a Moment, and 
iſſue in everlaſting Torments ff 1 
Shall I loſe the Love of Jeſus, mil 
of Peace of Conſcience, rob my 
ſelf of the Comforts of Life and 


X 


the Attendants of Religion; and 
all for brutal Delights, that may 
make a Beaſt as happy as a Man! 
« O dest 
Lord Jeſus keep me, and keep 
« in me a Senſe of thy Love, an 


* ae 


Mr. THOMAS Brann. — 5 


TW after thy ſelf and let me never b e 
captivated by the poor and beg- 
garly Pleaſures of this Life. Amen 


a- 

jet and Amen. As for the Wit of the 
nad world, I muſt confeſs it is very plea- 
offMins and charming; but I find the 


1t\Viſdom which is from above, is far 


ifW&xceeding. It is poor Satisfaction 
he- hat Plays and Romances afford 
tone; they are delightful whilſt I 


cad them, but they afford me no ſo- 
od Comfort in the Review. Lord, 
Won knoweſt how uneaſy and tor- 
Wcnting it hath been to my Con- 
Wicnce; Il find they dreadfully 
arden my Heart, and unfit me 
1 dr the Service of the great God, 
Id provoke the Spirit to with- 

raw. The Reading of one hath 

Wot mc a thouſand Sighs and 
Wroans, and ſhall J venture far-- 

er? No,no; J have better Books. 
d read ; there is the hoy Word of 


and od, the bleſſed and everlaſting 
may Pr 
an! 

eat 


and 


meu © Lord, let this be my Study, 
{tet D _ © my 
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4 Delight, my Meditation 
Day and Night. Shall the Com. 
poſures of profane Wits be preter'd 
before the Book of God? Satan 
ſhould I delight more in thy Bookiſh 
_ in my Lord's? Horrid bewitchl 
_— | Get thee behind me, Satan. 
Temp "4 But he doth not yet depart; bl 
| tells me, Religion is my the Lay iſ 
Preferment ; be wiſe and conſider chil a 
OWN Intereſt 7 
I know it, I 1 it: But it 1 5 
the Way to. everlaſting Prefermenſ 
 Godlineſs is great Gain, the greate 
Gain, if the Love of God, if an 1: 
tereſt in Jeſus, it Heaven, be il 
What Profit is it to gain a wholf 
World, and expoſe my Soul for cf 
ver? If I have God for my Golf 
and Chriſt for my Saviour, and tie 
Spirit for my Guide, and Heavelf 
for my End, I am ſure I ſhall na; 
want by the Way. I have cnougi 7 
and enough for ever and ever. 8 
tan, ſay no more. I am above thi 
Temptation. 
But he will not 10 me alone 
he tells me, Jon need not be ſo „ 
Jou may adventure ſometimes uponſmil 


Sins. rs is a little Lye, or ſuch 
- ſmas 
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Mr. THOMAS BRAR D. 
ſmall Matter, when it is for your In- 
m- tereſt too £ 


rd Shall I call any Sin ſmall, that Anſu. ; 


au is an Offence to my good God and 
ok dear Redcemer ? Shall I adven- 
ch ture upon that which hath coſt me 
n. MW fo dear already? One Sin once ru- 


bf in'd Mankind, and what may ſeem 


ia little one too. One Stab may de- 
11 ſtroy my Life, and one Sin my 
Soul. One Sin may make Way for 
r more, eſpecially if preſumptuouſly 
committed, and provoke the Grace 


adventure upon wiltu] Commiſſi- 
ons. The leaſt Sin deſerves eter- 
nal Torments, and ſhall J to grati- 


Iny Soul, look back, recolle& that 
Torment of Conſcience, thoſe 
Fears and Dangers, that little Sins, 
even a Lie have expos'd me to. How 


of a juſt God? Shall I thus drudge 
and flave my ſelf to the Enemy? 


g of God to withdraw, and then 
W where am I ? Sins of Infirmity are 
like to be too numerous, and ſhall 


iy the wicked One run ſuch Ha- 
ard? Is a Lie nothing? I'm {ure 
it has coſt me Anguiſh enough. 0 


ſhall I anſwer for theſe at the Bar 


WO horrid! I have had enough, I 
ä | have 
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The LIFE 'of 


3 100 co much of Sin. T 


Lord give me Grace that I may 
© not touch the accurſed Thing. 
Satan, be gone. 

Bur he hath other Devices. He 
diſſwades me from a conſtant Atten- 
dance upon Duty. What need you be ſo 


ſtrict?ꝰ What need you pray ſo oft, and 
read ſo much? It will weary the 


Fleſh, and tire the Spirits, and run up 


Religion into Superſtition. Be not 


righteous overmuch. 

And ſhall I dare to omit any 
known Duty! It hath coſt me dear 
already, and ſhall I adventure a- 
gain? The Lord knows what 
Pleaſure have found in his Service: 


O hew ſweet hath Duty been, hath 
Prayer been to me! I remember 


his Love more than Wine. I have 
been guiky. of too many Negledts, 


and ſhall I make the Breach worſe? 
God forbid. One Omiſſion may 


wrong my Soul, provoke my God, 
and quench the Spirit, and let in 
the Tempter upon me. * The 
« Lord make me more wiſe, and 
cc wile for eternal Salvation, Sa- 


tan be gone; this will not, this 


Wall never do. - Dias 
: 2 But 


Mr. THOMAS Brann. 7 


But he purſues ſtill. r may Temp. 
give your ſelf Allowances at the preſent, 
und return afterwards to your Duty. 
jun may enjoy the Comforts of both 
Horlds. Take a Looſe, and try what 
good things the World hath, and then 
rel urn at length, I do not ee you 
from Religion; but perſwade you to taſte 
F the Sweets of the Creatures in your 
Minority, and when more ripe and fit | 
for Religion, then to engage in it. | 
O cunning Enemy! Shall L de- Anſwl 
fiſt from Religion, with a Deſign _ 
| and Purpoſe of returning to God 
again? No, I will not. How can 
[ promiſe my ſelf Grace to do this, 
and Acceptance with God. Shall 
T quench the Motions of the Spirit 
now, what Aſſurance can I have 
that he will ever return again? I 
I put off God now, may he not juſt- 
ly leave me to my felf. When ſhall 
I return again? it will be too late 
when in the Grave; there I am 
ſure will be no Room for Repen- 
tance; and whilſt I give the Fleſn 
its Liberty, Death may ſeize me. 
I may hear, who knows, This 
Night jhall thy Soul be required. It 
will be too late to return, when 
D 3 under 


The LIFE of 


under the Seizures, and in the 
Clutches of the Enemy. Will. he 
let me go. I dare not venture him, 
tho' it may not be impoſſible to 
return afterwards, it is very unlike- 
ly and exceeding dangerous. I 
charge thee therefore, O my Soul, 
not to dare to apoſtatize the leaſt 
from God, which thou haſt ſecn 
and felt the evil Effects of already. 
O horrid Impiety! O unreaſonable 
Demands ! What leave ſo good 2 
God! What, ſlave for ſach a (worn 
and deſperate Enemy ! | 
By the Help of the bleſſed Spi- 
rit of God Iwill not defer one Mo- 
ment. I cannot ſay, 1 have not 
been called in my Youth; for God's 
good Spirit inclines me now, and 
now if I engage with God, I am 
ſure of Mercy; if I refuſe, I muſt 
be inexcuſable. I will not dare to 
fin willfully any more, nor neglect 
a known Duty : I will never think 
of returning afterwards. Theſe 
are ali the Cheats of the reſtleſs and 
ſubtle Enemy. Now without De- 
lay, I will ſubmit to God, and ſeek 
an Intereſt in Chriſt, in his Suffer- 
ings, Crucifixion, Death and Re- 
p ſurrection, 
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Mr. THOMAS BEAR D. 


ſurrection, and Interceiſion; To 
whom be Kingdoms, Power and 
Glory for ever, Amen. 

Satan, be gone; ſay no more; 
Jam reſolv d. 


O that all this I have wrote and 
done, may not be as a Witneſs a- 
gainſt me. O my Soul, be yet 
more concern'd; it is wiſeſt Work- 
ing whilſt our Day laſteth. Now's 
the Time, I am a poor mortal 
Creature, in Danger of Death. 


bh O that I was but more fit to ſtand 
5 before the Bar of a juſt God. Tis 
It time to work, Death is abroad. A 
dangerous Fever about; and Sick- 
d neſs already is broke into the Fami- 
n ly. Lord help: Let this effectual- 
ſt y draw me to thy ſelf, Amen. 
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CHAT. YEE... 
Of his Death. 


HIS is the Legacy our dear 
Deceaſed Friend hath left us, 
which to me is far better than Sil- 
ver or Gold: Becauſe a good Evi- 
dence of his early Piety and Since- 
rity in this World, and his eternal 
Happineſs in the other. 

The Sickneſs he ſpeaks of in the 
Family, I ſuppoſe was (tho' very 
{lightly upon others) the Fiery Cha- 
rior and Horſes, that conveyed him 
ſafe home to his heavenly Father. 
hat is but an Infirmity to one may 

rove Death to another. He wiſely 


took the firſt Allarm. It is heaven- 


ly Wiſdom indeed, ſo to number 
our Days, as to take the firſt Item 
of Danger, and engage our Hearts 
in the main Work. Bleſſed is he, 
the Old, the Young, whom his Lord 


hea he cometh jhall find ſo doing ; for 


who knows but a very Spark may 
ſoon be blown up into a mighty, 


vea, an unquenchable Flame. Of- 


ten 


Mr. Thomas BEAR). 


ten the firſt Approaches of Death 
are filent and calm, when its after 
Seizures are more violent and preſ- 


ſing: And either ſink us under In- 


capacities, or doze us with Inob- 
ſervance. Which was the Caſe of 
this Holy Youth. - 
His Diſtemper began in its ” Bi 
eſt Degrees, and advanc'd ſome 
Days 0. ſlowly, that no Danger 
appear'd, which yet in about a 
Weeks Space confin'd him to his 
Chamber : Where the Body was 
impriſon'd, but the Soul {till at 
2 Ag All was bore with that 


Patience, as if it had been but the 


Shadow of a Diſtemper; and pri- 
vate Duty ſtill carried on, -which 
nothing but an utter Inability 


could ſuperſede. 


About three Days alder his Con- 
finement, a ſevere Fever Fit ſeiz d 
him, which ſtruck deep upon his 
Spirits, tho' {till the Phiſician ap- 
prehended no Danger, neither did 
he himſelf. It pleaſeth God often 
to hide from Friends and Phiſicians, 
and our ſelves too, the Changes 
his Providence is introducing. 
And all this in very great 2 
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too, to Souls duly prepar'd for his 
coming. The Fears of Death are 
worſe to the Righteous than Death 


it ſelf. It is ſome Mercy to Die, 


and not feel the Sting of Death. 
An unſeen Blow tho' Mortal is not 


frightful. 
Nature was much ſpent by this 


ſevere and fiery Tryal; yet ſtill 


Grace inclined to Duty. Prayer 
was not omitted. It is good to live, 
and die praying. After this Storm, 
there was ſome hopeful Calm, 
which reviv'd our ſinking Hopes. 
But the next Day he was ſeiz'd 
with another Fit, that bore down 
all our Hopes, that with a ſtrange 
inward Fury dry'd up his Spirits, 


and waſted all before it. Yet that 
Evening he would be led to his 


Bed- ſide, that upon his bended 


Knees he might once more addreſs 
Heaven, tho' he could neither bow 


the Knee alone, nor ariſe without 
Help. 

Thus he finiſhed his Rated Atten⸗ 
dances, and betook himſelf to his 
laſt Bed. But tho' a Fire within 
waſted like a Houſe in Flames, yet 


as meek as a Lamb, he made no 
Outcry of Danger. * Id 


Mr. Thomas BEAR. 
The next Morning, Death came 
on very viſibly to all about him, 
tho' ſtill imperceptible to himſelf. 
He had the free Exerciſe of Reaſon, 
tho' under great Dulneſs, the 


Strength of Nature being much 


exhauſted. | | | 
I found him well ſatisfy'd as to 

the State of his Soul; not indeed 

lifted up with peremptory Confi- 


dence, but modeſtly Hoping, Re- _ 


penting, Praying, Believing: A 
very good Frame ſure, either to live or 
die in. I told him, I was afraid we 
{honld loſe him. He anſwer'd, he 
hop'd not yet. So willing was he 
to do his Maſter ſome Services. T 


told him, he did not deſire my Re- 


membrances. O I do, ſaith he, 

tho' I don't ſpeak much, be pleas d 

to pray tor me. KHER eh 
I ſpake to him of his Relations; 


he ſaid he ſhould be glad to ſee 


them, but was eaſy without. He 


that hath ſecur d the beſt Friends in 
Heaven, may be ſatisfied in the AI- 
ſence of the beſt Relations on Earth. © 
His dear Grandfather was upon the 


Road to ſee him, but found a dead 
Child; who I doubt not hath ſince 


found 
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found him in a better World, ha- 
ving return'd and finiſhd his 
Courſe, which he / had fiil'd up with 
as much private Devotion as any 
one Candidate for Heaven. Alaſs! 
Two Praying Friends quickly loſt! 
And Praying Friends are ſome of the 
beſt Friends. EE 

I inquired of him as to his E- 
ſtate, what he was pleaſed to do, 
and found him deſirous all ſhould 
run on, without any Alteration, 
into his Dear Brother's Poſſeſſion, 
whoſe Welfare here and tor ever, 
he had very much at Heart. 

Some of his Companions 1n the 
Evening, deſigning once more to 
retire, and unite their Prayers for 
him; one of them ask'd him, what 
he deſir d particularly they ſhould. 
requeſt for him, he anſwer d, That 
he might be more uſeful ; and ſo he is 
now. For how low, and dull, and 
mean, are our Services, at the 
Footſtool of Grace, in compariſon 
of theirs that are before the T hrone 
of Glory. Ours are Deadneſs, 
theirs are Life : Ours are Shadows, 
_ theirs are Subſtance : Ours are 


Wiſhes, theirs are Performances: 
| Ours. 
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HOMAS' DEARD, 


Mr. 
Ours are Earth, theirs are Hea- 
ven. | 5 OS 

Still the precious Soul apprehen- 
ded not its Removal. It is un- 
ſpeakable Happineſs to be before- 
hand with Death. There's no 
Danger in dying, tho' we ſee not 
the Blow given, when Soul and All 


In the cloſing Devotions of the 
Day, when the whole Family was 
conven'd together, as we were 


| commending him to the Grace of 
| God, and intreating that the. tri- 


umphant Conyoy might be ready 
to mount upon their Wings the 


{ gracious departing Soul, but with 


interrupted Expreſſions, every Eye 
weeping, and every Heart bleed- 
ing, being all concern d to part 
with one univerſally beloved; 
whilſt we were thus reſigning him 
into the Arms of Divine Love; the 
over-haſty Soul took its Flight from 
us, juſt as his holy Father's did; to 
uſe the Expreſſions of a very wor- 
thy Perſon to me, He went off with 
a Gale of Prayer. We loſt as much in 
him, as could be loſt in one Man. I 
. 4 — — 
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may ſay the very ſame concerning 
the Holy Seed. He went up in the 
Cloud of he. Ta the Loſs of whom, 
we loſt all that could be loſt in one Ho- 
ly Branch. 

Thus was he ſurpriz'd into Glo- 
ry, and died as1t were without dy- 
ing. Death privately conquering 
it ſelf. Whilſt he thought himſeſt 
on Earth, among his old Friends, 
he found himſelf in Heaven, a- 
mong his glorified Relations, and 
with his moſt glorions Redecmer. 
Whilſt he was thinking of better 
Service here, he found himſelf en- 
gag'd in perfect Adorations Above, 
and for ever. 


O Glorious Exchange ! Agreeable 
Surprize ! Bleſſed Eternity ! 


wha 


The Holy Seel: 


OR, A 
% FUNERAL DiscouURSE 
. Occaſion'd by the Death of 


«| Mr. Thomas Beard. 


n- Sept. 15. 1710. 
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„ PSALM Xxii. xxx. 


4A Seed ſhall ſerve him, it 
ſhall le accounted to:the 
Lord for a Generation. 


| Am called forth this Day td. 


hard Service, to very hard r- _ Wl 
vice ; to preach a Funeral Ser- 
mon for one of my own. Family, , 
js Wl Planted here as my own from 112 1 


he Holy Seed. 


Infancy. I muſt acknowledge it 
to the Praiſe of the Goodnels of 
God, that this is the firſt Life I 
have loſt in near Thirty Years At- 
tendance upon the Education of 
Youth ; and a very precious and 
valuable Life is loſt ; it is ſo in it 
ſelf, and more abundantly to Me. 
A: Religious Branch of a Religion 
Family is cut off: A gracious 
Branch of Glorify'd Parents is re- 
turned to the Root; of whom 
I have often thought and ſaid, 
«© When I am ſilenc'd in the Duſt, 
and ſhall ſpeak mo more in the 
Name of the Lord, he will ariſe, 
« and be the Lord's Meſſenger, 
« and a skilful and acceptable one. 
Of whom all that knew him have 
been ready to ſay, This is the Seed 
of the Righteous, that 1s riſing up 
to ſerve the Lord Jeſus : But by a 
ſurprizing Stroke heis commanded 
home : A Seed prepar'd on Earth 
to ſerve his Lord in a bettcr Place. 
Little did I think of doing this Ser- 
vice for him, of whom I might ra- 
ther have expected it; but we only 
gueſs like poor fallible Men. Alas? 
our hopes are cut off, they * 
5 | own 


A 


he Holy Seed. 


dun to the Bars of the Pit (as Job 
ſpeaketh) they reſt together in the Duſt. 
But it is {till a Seed to ſerve the 
Lord, tho' not in this Generation, 
yet in a more glorious Station. 


4 Seed ſhall ſerve him. 

This is an Evangelick Pſalm, as 
is manifeſt by ſeveral Paſſages in it: 
Wherein we have an Account of the 
Sufferings of Chriſt, and the Glo- 
rious Iſſue and Effect thereof; that 
he ſhall have a Seed to ſerve him, 
both Jews and Gentiles ſhall be con- 
yerred to him. The Evangelick 
Plalmiſt ſpeaks of the Jews, and 


their Seed: Praiſe him all the Seed of ver. 23 


Jacob, and fear him all the Seed of 
Iſrael. You and Yours ſubmit to 
the Meſſiah. He ſpeaks alſo of the 
Gentile Believers, and their Seed: 


Al the Ends of the Earth ſhall re- ver. 27 1 


m-mber and turn unto the Lord, and 
and all the Kindreds 'of the Nations 
/oall worſhip before thee. &c. and then 
adds, A Seed_jhall ferve him, it Hall 
be accounted to the Lord for a Gencra- 


tion; i. e. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


mall have a Seed that ſhall ſerve | 


Us and this Seed ſhall be maſtly 
rais'd 


The Holy Seed. 


rais d out of Religious Gentile Frs 
lies, and continued in all Genera- 
tions, which are the Doctrinal 
Truths of this Verſe: The Subjects 
of Chriſt's Kingdom are chiefly the 
Gentile-Believers and their Poſte- 
rity. Their Work and Daty is to 
ſerve the Lord Jeſus; their Honour 
and Happineſs i is, that they are de- 
ſigned to be the Inſtruments of 
tranſmitting Religion to the Gene- 
rations to come. | 

Here then we muſt conſider, 


I. That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 
have a Seed. 

II. That this Seed ſhall ſerve him 

III. That this Seed that ſpall ſerve 
the Lord, ſhall be raiſed moſtly from 
the Poſterity of Gentile Believers. 

IV. That there ſhall be a Succeſſion 
of Juch Seed in all Gener at ions. 


| I. flew. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
hath had in all Ages, and ſhall 
have a Seed. This is a very com- 
fortable Truth, the Gates of Hell 
cannot prevail; if ſome are cut off 
from the Land of the Living, o- 

thers mall ariſe to ſerve the Lord 


Jeſus 


be Holy Seed. a 5 


ſeſus. Of Zion it ſhall be ſaid, this Paal. 87: 5- 
and that Man was born ia her. All 
Ages ſhall produce ſome ſerious 
holy believers, and the Higheſt him 
elf ſpall eftabliſh her, the Almighty | 
will ſecure a gracious Succeſſion. 
For, 
1. The Father hath promiſed, _ 
and given o the Son a Seed to ſerve 
him. He came into the World with 
this Aſſurance from infinite Truth 
and Love, That he ſhould ſee his Seed, Iſa.; $3. 11. 
the Travil of his Soul, and be ſatis- 
fed, and divide the Spoil with the 
Strong. This was the Original 
Contract betwixt the Father and 
'm. the Son, upon his undertaking the 
de great and glorious Work of Re- 
on demption. © My dear Son, it thou 
- wilt interpoſe, and make up the 
'00 Breach between me and the poor 
Sinner, by pouring out thy Soul 
: © vnto Death. Believe me, thou 
"lt falt not loſe thy Labour, I give 
all thee, 1 promiſe thee a Seed to 
v FF © full Content; I give thee my 
el Divine Word and Aſfurance for 
* it: Some thou ſhalt be certain of 
1 « as a Sced to ſerve thee in all A= 
. ges to the End of the voor 
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5 1 „ . 6.35. Preſs d himſelf : A4 that the Fathu 
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2 : [| eb. 2.13.tion : Behold, I and the Children thg 


faithful, and will exactly fulfil hi 
Promiſe. The Lord Jeſus Chril 


wiſe caſt out; 4. d. I am perſwaded 
as he hath aſſured me: And I an 


to regard and preſerve my Fathers 


7 % Seed. 


. Bleſſed Covenant ! An Eled 
Seed! Eternally happy Souls tha 
are of this number. 

The Father of Mercies will ne: 
ver deceive his dear Son; he 5 


ſo prizeth the Father's Gift, tha 
he will not loſe any Part of it. He 
ſpeaks of this with great Admira. 


God hath given me ! Amazing Grace! 
That amidſt the fiery Oppoſitionlif 
that is made to Chriſt, and the 
Chriſtian Religion, any fhould be 
born to him.;, but the Pleaſure « 
the Lord, which is the Pleaſure d 
his Soul, ſhall proſper in his Hands 
With what Delight hath he ex- 


hath given me, ſhall come to me, ani 
him that cometh to me I will in i 


that my F ather will raiſe me a Seed, 
reſolved with the greateſt Conceri 


Gift. By no means in the World 
ſhall they be neglected. For in- 


el, i 
2. The 


ravail'd with Death to bring forth 


Throws, and Agonies, did he un- 


ear Son a Seed; but he muſt firſt 
rave and Hell: He muſt reſcue 
ourer, which he hath effected by 
mighty and bloody Victory over 
the Powers of Darkneſs. Ha- 
ng accompliſh d this, he is gone 
hich we find he began on Earth. 


er- Promiſe to thine own dear Son, 


ther who hath finiſh'd my Work. 1. 


all now with Submiſſion demand a 
Seed on Earth to ſerve me; and 
ded tis my Will they ſhould fee my 


ed Gory too: Holy Father, I 
an commend them all to thine infi- 


ern nite Grace. 


ers 3- The Father and Son have put it | 
Into the Hands of the bleſſed Spirit, 


The Holy Set, © 


. The Son himſelf hath dearly 
zurchaſed a Seed to ſerve him. He 


cChriſtian Seed: What Pangs and 


icrgo to bring forth living Chil- 
ren? The Father hath given his 


edeem them to himſelf from the 


hem out of the Hand of the De- 


o Heaven to make his Claim, 


Wo prepare this Seed; and whilſt 
Infinite and Almighty Spirit 
 harh ©. ' 


' Righteous Father, fulfil now thy john 17. | | 
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of Miniſters; 'tis put into bette 


the Solemnities of his Worſhip, and 
to advance his Glory and Intereſt 


Fhe Holy Seed. 


hath the Management, the See 
cannot fail. Satan cannot hinde 
it, he muſt fall as Lightning befor 
him. He will caſi ily divide a Por 
tion with ihe Strong, tor who can re 
ſiſt an Infinite Deity. The Work 
is not lett to the lubricous corrupt 
Will of Man, nor to the Weaknel; 


Hands, into the Hands of the Soi 
and the Spirit: * Son, look to thy 
« Seed hs ſelf, and let the eternal 
« Spirit ſerve under thee. Thu 
their Names are wrote in the Lamb: 
Book of Life before the Foundation 0 
the Md. Thus the Holy Seed 1; 
ſecur-d, being the Gift and Charge 
of the Father ; the Purchaſe and 
Charge of the Son ; the Work and 
Charge of the Spirit. 


This is the Seed. 

II. Gen. This Sced ſhall ſerve the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; they are pro- 
mis'd, purchas'd, rais'd, deſign d, 
and prepar'd for this Service. To 
ſerve Chriſt, is to attend on him in 


in our ſeveral Places and Relei 
| | an 


The En Seed. 
Seed and all from ſanctify d Principles. 


: 71 | 
7 Ps 
| N 
M 
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dei The great Springs of Devotion are 


fore active Love, filial Fear, Faith un- 
Do figned, and a firm Reliance on 


re he Grace of Chriſt; Amor mens 


/ork ponds meum, &c. By theſe the 
ll choſen Seed are mov'd in their 


conſider, in their Scriptural and eſ- 
ſential Characters, their gracious 
Conſtitution, and then their ſpiri- 


and Scope. 
1. The Characters of 2 Cho- 


ſen Seed we meet with 1n Scripture, 
are ſuch as theſe ; They are a holy, 
reel god) Seed, a good, right, Chriſtian 
andi ed, and a praying choſen Seed: Ve- 
und ry glorious Titles, and gracious 
Charatters. 


W Sphere of Duty. I ſhall therefore 


tual Operations in their full Extent - 


They are called the holy Seed : lia. 6. 13: 


very Divine Character. Holy 
the they ſhould be, as their Lord is 
ro- holy; their Hearts, their Lives, 
'chtheir Duties, their Relations holy. 
To All holy, holy in all manner 
in of Converſation and Godlineſs. 


nd This Holy Seed is the Subſtance of 
eſt the Church of God. As the Sap 


% and e are e the very Life of he 
Tree, 


—_ yy De Holy Seed. 


75 


EN! Matt, 13. 2. They are called the good Seed, 
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Tree, hence it ſprings and flouriſh 
eth, hence is its Growth and Con- 
tinuance. When it fails, tt withers 


1 Cor. 7. and dies. Thus are their Children 


holy. 


very ſweet and pleaſant Name. 
A Seed free from prevailing Cor- 
ruptions, fit for Production and In- 
creaſe, for preſent and for future 
Supply; the very Hope of aà full 
Crop and plentitul Harveſt. The 
choſen Seed ſhould be of a very ten- 
der and merciful Diſpoſition, whoſe 
Ambition and Aim ſhould be to be 
good and do good, and thus tranſmit 
Goodneſs yet further with good In- 
creaſe. TR 


| 1 Mal. 2. 16. They are called the Godly Feed. 


A Noble, Excellent, Godlike Seed, 
of God and tor God, raiſed by the 
Power of God, to promote God- 
lineſs, and to continue a godly Seed 
in the World, whoſe Care mult be 
to live to God, and to die to God, 
that whether living or dying, they 
may be the Lord's, and leave be- 
hind them not a ſpurious, but 4 
_ godly Poſterity. 
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n- They are called a Right Seed, Jer. 2. 
n- wholly: a right Seed, upright in 
ersfl themſelves, and prepared for the 
en Propagation of an upright Gene- 
ration. Their Hearts right and 
ed. their Services ſo. No Cheats nor 
ne. Pretenders : Iſraelites indeed, in 
or- whom there is no Guile ; noble Plants, 
In- that give a fair proſpect of a Holy 
ure Poſterity: Tho' too many provd 
full degenerate ones, who inſtead of 
he propagating Religion, propagated 
en- Vice, and Immorality, and Idola- 
oſe try: Ten thonſand Pities! 
be They are repreſented as a Chri- Heb. 2 
mit WF fi: Seed, the Likeneſs of their 
In- Lord, 28 Children the Likeneſs of 
their Parents ; Partakers of the Na- 
ture and Temper of the holy Jeſus, 
and conformed to his holy Lite. 
Theſe are the Children of the 
Kingdom, the Goſpel Kingdom, 
defined for Promoters and Propa- 
gaters of it. 

They are repreſented as a Pray- 
ng Sed. Prayer is the natural 
Language of the ſpiritual Seed. 
Alba, Father, are the firſt Words 
they learn to ſpeak. This is the Ce- Paal. 24 
neration 1 them that ſeek thee. And the 
E. Seed 


The Holy Seed. ' 
g Seed of Jacob ſhall not ſeek in vain, 
$ br Pet. 2. 3. Laſtly, A Choſen Seed; choſen of 
8 God, as Jacob of old, the Children 
Jacob his choſen ; choſen through 
Grace to ſerve the Lord, and to 
propagate a Seed to ſerve him. 
- 2. Which Seed is called forth to 
ſerve the Lord Jeſus in their pri- 
vate Capacities, in their Genera- 
tion, in the Church of God, and 
ſome in the Miniſtry. This is the 
Sphere in which they are appoint- 
ed to move. Their Service begins, 

1. In their private Capacities. This 
implies perſonal Devotion, and a 
truly Chriſtian Converſation. Tis 
never right till the way to our Clo- 
ſets is as a beaten Road, and our 
daily Walk. Tis never right till 
it may be ſaid of our Houſes, the 
Church of God in their Houſe. 
And how much will a regular Lite, 
that is a Tranſcript of Chriſt's own, 
adorn a Religious Cloſet and Fa- 
mily ? Whereas a looſer Conver- 
ſation belies all the perſonal De- 
votion. 

The Holy Seed are appointed to 
maintain perſonal, in order to Fa- 
mily Religion ; without the for- 
mer, 


q 
f 1 7 


28 
4 
FLA bd 
1 ö 
PR <4 
— C2 
4 
* * 


| 
| 
l 
\ 
( 


The Holy Seed. | 
in. | mer, the latter muſt neceſſarily 
of | drop, and both in order to ſup- 
ren port it. CE 
gh 2. In their Generation. Which im- 
to plics their fixing in ſome lawful 
Calling, and advancing the Inte- 
to reſt of Chriſt, whatever in them 
ri- lies, in the World. We may ſerve 
a- Chriſt in any lawful Calling, if we 
nd are prudent, careful, and holy 
the therein; and ſome ſuch Calling all 
at- ſhould apply themſelves to, and a- 
5s, bide therein, according to the Ad- 
his vice, of the Apoſtle. Where tis for 1 cor. 7 
2 ever determined, that the Chriſtian 26. 
Lis Religion doth not diſpenſe with an | 
lo- idle unprofitable Life, which mult 
zur be a Diſparagement to Religion it 
till felt; but commands a conſtant At- 
the tendance in ſome honeſt Vocation, 
iſe. wherein we mult labour to advance 
fe, the Truth, and Power, and Glory 
vn, of Chriſtianity, ſerving God and 
da- our Generation. Thus ſhould the 
er- 8 ariſe and Log As the 
Je- Prophet predicts, Thoſe that come 1 M 
of Jacob ſouls take root, and bloſſom RE ER ll 
to] and bud, and fill the Face of the Earth 
ga- vit Fruit. To promote this it is 
or- neceſſary to fix themſelves, 
| E 2 3. In 


The Holy Seed. 


3. Jn the Church of God. By a 
' conſtant Attendance upon all the 
Ordinances there, and incorpora- 
ring themſelves as Members with 
{ome Religious Society. Our Sa- 
viour hath given us his Example, 
= Yi Spirit of God hath given us 


an Account of the Primitive Con- 


verts; that they were added to the 
Church, and continued in Prayer 
together, and 1n other Goſpel Or- 
dinances. Thus the Philoſopher 
directs, A wie mw airwe:; Pub- 
lick Attendances are the chiefeſt. 
Theſe moſtly reſemble Heaven, 


that General Aſſembly : Theſe moſt 
promote the Honour of God, and 
the Intereſt of Religion in the. 
World : Chriſt is glority'd, when 
his Word is carefully heard,when his 
Sabbaths are religiouſly obſerved, 
when his Sacraments are duly and 
conſtantly attended, and the ſo- 
lemn Aſſembly frequented. The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſighted when 
his Inſtitutions are ſlighted; he is 
oppoled when his Ordinances are | 
oppoſed. The Glory the Father 
expects through Chriſt, according 
to the Apoſtle, is from, and in the 
Church. | T his 


T5; h Feel. 
This is foretold concerning the 


Holy Seed, That from one Sabbath to Ha. 66. 2 i 


another they ſball come and worſhip be- 
fore the Lord in his holy Mount, i. e. 
in a fixed ſtated manner ſhall bring 
their Offerings unto the Lord in a 
clean Veſſel. Thus all Governments. 
are maintain d and promoted by 
fixed Societies. The very Nature 
of the thing requires this of the 
choſen Seed, as they deſire to plant 
the Goſpel, and propagate a Go- 
ſpel Religion. Hence 'tis neceſſary 
Jar ſome of the hopeful and godly 
Seed ſhould ſerve _ Lord Jeſus. 

4. In the Miniſtry, For what So- 
fiety can ſubſiſt Without lated Of- 
ficers? It would be a ſtrange Fa- 
mily without a Head; a ſtrange 
Government without a Gover- 
| nour; a ſtrange Kingdom and no 
Ruler ; a ſtrange Flock and no 
Shepherd. God hath appointed 
his Officers out of the Promiſed 
Seed. This was foretold, Ja 61. 
5. The Gentile Strangers ſball feed their 
Flocks, and the Sons of the Alien ſball be 
their Plowmen and Vinedreſſers; which 
is explained, Chap. 66. 21. I will 
take o them for Pricf and for Levites, 


E 3 faith 
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faith the Lord. To ſerve God in 
the Miniſtry is the higheſt and 
hardeſt Piece of Service. It is to 
be Embaſſadors of Chriſt, and Fellow- 
labourers with Angels, to be Stars in f 
the Right Hand of Chriſt : This is 
great Honour, but it requires double 
Service, that of private Chriſtians, 
and that of publick Officers, who 
of all are moſt expoſed to Apoſtate 
Spirits, and the Scorn of ſinful 
Men : But the double Honour of 
this, and the eternal World ſwal- 
low up all the Difficulties and Trou- 
bles of the Miniſtry, 


This is the Work of the choſen Seed. 
III. Ger. This Seed is deſigned 
to be chiefly and mainly rais'd out 

of the Poſterity of the Righteous, 
This is very comfortable, and muſt 
be a very pleaſing Doctrine to Re- 
ligious Parents, who have moſt at 
Heart the ſpiritual Welfare and eter- 
nal Happineſs of theirs; to be In- 
ſtruments of raiſing up a Seed for 
Chriſt, and to prepare a Seed for 
Heaven, is high Honour now, and 
will be a Crown of Glory atlas. 
Happy, happy Parents, whoſe Fz- 


milies 


_ © moſtly. 


e Holy Seed. 


milies are Chriſt's, and whoſe Chit- 
dren are God's own, hoſe Seed ſhall 
be accounted to the Lord for a Gene- 
7 

. This is the more general In- 
tc of the Text, and that 
of the moſt Learned Expoſitors. 


 Poſteritas Credentium eorum Poſter : 


Their Seed ſhall ſerve him ; and this 
ſeems the moſt natural Senſe of the 
Words. 
cedent Verſes is ſpeaking of Gen- 
tile Believers, and adds, a Seed ſhall 
ſerve him. If it be demanded what 
Seed? Whoſe Seed? The direct An- 
ſwer is, the Seed of the Gentile Be- 
lievers, of whom he was ſpeaking, 
as he was of the Jews, and their 
Seed; 
1 Seed called and choſen of God 
* for a Generation above all Peo- 
« ple to bear the Name of God, I 


* foreſee will fail thro' their Un- Peut. 10 
ce belief: But the Meſſiah ſhall not 3 25 


* want a Seed; for in the room of 
* the Jews and their Seed, the 
« Gentiles ſhall ariſe, and their 


c Seed, who ſhall be-accounted to 


ce the Lord for a Generation. Out 
* of theſe God will raiſe his Church 
E 4 2. This 


The Pſalmiſt in the pre- 
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d. The Jews and their ver. 23. 


7 61 S <=» : hl” i 
* q : E 0 — 4 2 3s 
* ; , 4 - - + Þr d 75 „ s 1 r ” — 125 : Foo 
” .4- wy. ene 2 \ ' in L , - * r A 4 e 257 "I 
ui f '+ "of >a ons - — : R 33 r * 
ä . T ²˙—wri ͤ ˙ltn EIS £5 5 
e . Lf 5 0,40 PSY 14-2 42 IE a 7 "FER 
© 


- 1 1 
5 
— — 
eee 


UB 

5 

| 2. 

3 

3 
. 

+ 


* 
? 
** 
= 
WV 
3 


4 2 5 
# 6h, 
ae 


| BY - 


Hoh Seed. 


2. This Interpretation ſuits ex- 
actly with Other Scripture Promi- 
ſes. One Text of Scripture beſt ex- 
plains another. In many other Pla- 
ces where the Seed is ſpoke of, 
that ſhall ariſe and ſerve the 
Lord, tis plainly meant of the 
Seed of the Gentile Believers. 
This therefore according to the A- 
nalogy of Faith, ſeems the moſt 
genuine Senfe of tne Pſalmiſt. 1 
ſhall quote a few Places both in 
the Old and New Teftament, which 
give Light to this Text. Tis ſaid, 


ſpeaking of the Gentiles, They are 


the Seed of the Bleſſed of the Lord, and 


their Offipring 0. them, i. e. their 


Children. Ble ed Parents and 

4 Children i 4 will pour my 
Ve, F On 779 S-ed „ AA y Ble Ang 14 
6 ty 00 rg, q. d. © If you be- 
FF * in my Lon, You and Your 
© Otfpring ſhall be my Holy Peo- 
7 pic. This is the Sed the Lord hath 
Vleſſed. It was forctold in the Old 
Teſtament, as an Encouragement 
to the Gentilzs to believe in the 
Mſſiah, that God would make with 


1. 
Lit 


+> 
wu 
* 
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them a: everlujting Covenant, even 


the ſure Mcrcies of David. q. d. As 
ſure 


The Holy Fel. 581 


- | fore as David and his Seed had the 
!- | Throne of Iſrael aſcertained to 
them, from Generation to Gene- 
ration, unleſs by their wilful Apo- 
'; ſtacy from God, they cut off the 
e Entail: So certainly would a gra- 
ae I cious God own the Believing Gen- 
8. tiles, as well as Jews, and their Seed 
bor ever; unleſs by their Unbelief 
it they prevented themſelves. All 
1 which ſeems confirm'd, The Promiſe Ads 2. 38 
in to you and your Children, and to as 
h Ef nay as the Lord gur God ſhall call, 
i, i c. to the Gentiles equally as to 
re i the Jews. Abraham's natural Seed, 
d and Abraham's Spiritual Seed, are 
ir both to be accounted to the Lord 
d for a Generation. The Golden 
Line of Grace fthall run on. As the 
Cod of Abraham, Tjaac and Jacob: 

e- o the God of Goſpel Believcrs, 
ar and their Seed and Seed's Seed. 

J- 3. This Explication ſuits with 
th the Diſpenſations of the Grace of 
d God in all Ages: The Seed of the 
1t I Righteous have been the Seed of 
1e | the Church, in the Time of Adam, 
th Noah, Abraham and the Jews. And 
en the Gentile Believers are frequent 
V expreſs'd by the Na mes of rar 
1 and 


| ie oh San 
and Jacob, therefore as the Jewiſh, 


ſo the Goſpel Church muſt be moſt- 
ly maintain d by Believer's he 


rity. 


This Interpretation agrees ex-] 
actiy with that Repreſentation of 
the Church of God we have in 
Scripture. . It iscalled a Kingdom, 
a Family, now 'tis the Children in 
both that are the main Supports of 
both: Theſe are the Hopes of 
Kingdoms and Familięs; thus they 
are propagated; if theſe fall, King- 
doms and Families muſt quickly 
fa! roo. The Gentile Believers 
Fer. 2 3. are Cail'd a choſen Generation, and a 

holy Nation, as the Jews were, whoſe 
Children were the Support of their 
Nation, and the propagatory Seed 
of the Church. 

F. And to conclude, The Expe- 
rience of ali Chriſtians clear!y evi- 
denceth this Truth. Pray, how is 

_ the Church of God moſtly main- 

1 taind ; is it not raiſed out of Reli 

308 gious Families? Tell me how it 

hath been in your Days? The 

Diſpenſations of Grace in the 

Church of God, are good Inter- 


preters of the Promiſes of Grace 
made 
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the Promiſes of Grace. Muſt not that 


rit of God ? If the Church of God 


what is moſt ſhameful ; it is ten 


And I muſt pronounce Mee to the 


dom that are degenerate will be 


-— 


een. 


made to the Church of God. The | 


Operations of Grace are anſwerable to 


be. the meaning of the Promiſe, 
which is the daily Work of the Spi- 


be generally maintain'd by the Off- 
ſpring of Belicvers, it muſt be their 
Ottspring that is intended in thoſe 
Promiſes, that ſpeak ofa Seed to 
ſerve the Lord. | 
Neither is there any thing obje- 
Red againſt this Doctrine as I know 
of, which 1s of any great Force. 2 
Whereas it may be ſaid, That ma- Obj. 1 
1 of the Children of good Parents prove 
looſe and profligate. It muſt be own'd 
it is no ſtrange thing for an Eſan 
to {ell his Birthright. There are too 
too many degenerate Plants: This 
is a very ſorrowful Truth, and 


thouſand Pities it ſhould be ſo; 


Apoſtates in veligious Fgmilies, It 
will be more tolerable 70. dom and 
Gomorrah, and the Children of In- 
hdels in the Day of Judgment, than 
tor ſuch The Children of the King- 


ſentenc'd 


| 
, 


[3 - * 
* * Fw ow” 


ſentenc'd to Outward Darkneſs. But 
this hinders not that the Church of 
God is moltly raiſed out of the Po- 
ſterity of the Righteous. What if 
ſome Children prove undutiful, 
and are diſinherited; prove prodi- 
gal and walt their Inkeri tance, doth 
it hence follow, that Children are 
not the Props and Supports of Fami- 
lies? What if ſome Subjects are 
rebellious, and forfeit their Birth- 
right, and are baniſh'd their Na- 
tive Country, doth it follow that 
Kingdoms are not generally main- 
tain d by the free born Seed? And 
do not even adult Profeſſors very 
often apoſtatize? and yet the 
Church of God is ſupported by the 
Profeſſors of it. | 
And whereas it may be ſaid, 
That this Doctrine -of peculiar 
Grace to the Poſterity of the Righ- 
teous, expoſeth the greater Part of the 
Morld to Ruin. This is a very unjuſt 
Inference, It hath been already 
ſaid, That when the Free Grace of 
God lays hold on alien. Families; 
they and theirs are accounted for a 
Generation; though moſtly the 
Church of God is promoted by the 
_ Toy 


Poſterity of the 


U 


Righ 
that others are not added, who is 
in the Fault? when they have the 
Liberty, and free Offer to incorpo- 


rate themſelves and theirs in this 


happy Society, this holy Family 


and Kingdom. Is there any other 
Government in the World ſo free, 
to offer a general Naturalization to 
all, upon their Submiſſion to the 
known Laws thereof? The Goſ- 
pel contains an univerſal Invitation, 
and aflures of an univerſal Welcome 
to all who by Faith unite with the 


Church of God, tho' there is ſome= 


what peculiar propos d to believing 
Families, who have the firſt Offers 
of Grace, whoſe Lot is caſt at the 
very Gates of Salvation: And yet 
as the Jews did, they too often 
put Salvation from them. „ 
What therefore hath been plead- 
ed for, remains a well - grounded 

Truth. ä 8 8 
That the Father hath promiſed 
the Son a Seed to ſerve him; that 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath died and 
purchaſed this Seed ; that the Ad- 
vancement thereof is intruſted in 
the Hands of the Bleſſed Spirit; 
: which 


teous. And 


's 


7 ' -C its - 


_ which Seed, according to promiſe, 
zs to be raisd moſtly out of the Po- 
ſterity of the Righteous; and not 
by a new Acceſſion of alien Fami- 
lies: But yet when the free Grace 
of God lays hold on any of theſe, 
they and theirs ſhalt be accounted 
to the Lord for a Generation. And 
the Defe&ion of ſome of the Holy 
Seed, can no ways contradict this 
Doctrine, which allows them\the 
firſt Offers of Grace, and aſſerts 
that thus ordinarily the Church of 

God is maintain'd. 
IV. Gen. And thus laſtly, 'Fhe 
Church of God ſhall be maintain'd 
in all Generations. Not for a few 
Years or Ages, but to the very end 
of Time. The Seed that is de- 
fign'd for the Service of Chriſt, 
and given to him of the Father, is 
to be gather'd out of all Ages. As 
appears from the ſacred Records, 
as, Inſtead of thy Fathers ſhall be th 
Children, i. e. Inftead of Fathers 
which are thine, ſhall be their Chil- 
dren which ſhall be thine too. And 
thus J will make thy Name to be 
remembred in all Generations. 


There's a glorious R in L. 
ſaiahz 
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ſaiah, As for me, this is my Cove- 


Mouth, nor out of the Mouth of thy 


| " 
ſ To 


nant, a Gracious Evangelical Co.:. 
venant. - My Spirit which is upon lh. 49. 
thee, and my Words that I have put in | 
thy Mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy 


Sed, nor out of the Mouth of thy Seeds 
Seed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth 
and for ever. A Promiſe worthy to 
be wrote on every Heart, and to 
be the Motto of every Religious 
Family. Let the Seed, and the 
Seed's Seed, learn it perfectly. 
Let Miniſters, Parents and Chil- 
dren, ſtudy this mighty Word of 
Grace. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhall have a Seed in all Ages. This 
was the Original Covenant. Thus 
'twas ſettled by the Father and the 
Son. | . 
And indeed, | 
1. The Lord Jeſus is worthy of 
a Seed in all Ages. It would be 
too little Glory to have his Seed 
confin'd to one or a few Ages. 
He deſerves an Erernity of Service, 
and ſurely then that of Time. If 
all in every Age were true to Chriſt, 
it would be beneath his Merits. 
The leaſt that can be thought of is 
| ä 


he Holy Seed. 


ſom̃e in every Age; that when one 
Generation goes off, another may 
ariſe to ſerve him. And there. 
ſhall not be one Age to the End of 
Time, ſo dark, ſo virulent, that 
the Glory of Chriſt ſhall be altoge- 
. 5. 5-ther eclipſed. Chriſt hathredeemed to 
* God by his Blood, out of every Tongue 
and People, and Nation, thoſe that 
Ww ſoould aſcribe Bleſſing and Honour, and 
Glory, and Power to the Lamb for ever 
and ever, for he is worthy, &C. 

2. Such a continued Succeſſion 
of a Secd to ſerve Chriſt, tends 
moſtly to the Glory of Divine Wiſ- 
dom and Grace. Ail Ages need a 
Saviour; all Ages therefore ſhall ' 
have the Offer, and whilſt there's 
a - Certainty of ſome good Effect, 
tis more honourably offer'd to all. 
It would be below the Majelty, 
and Wiſdom, and Grace of God, 

by ſtated Officers, to publiſh the 
Overture of Mercy. to the World, 
if all would be certainly ineffectu- 
al. Were there not ſome to be ga- 
ther d out of every Age, there 
would want ſome to balance the 
World, even a Bleſſing in it, for 
whole ſake it ſhould not be de- 

ſtroy'd- 
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ſtroy'd. But for the ſake of theſe 
the wicked World is honourably 
ſpared; and Judgments ſuperſeded, _ 
without which Divine Juſtice would 
quickly proceed to Execution. For 
the Elect ſake Judgments are over- 
ruled, and the Day of Judgment 
defer'd, and the Patience of God 
appears in Glory; but when all 


theſe ſhall be gather'd in from one Matth. 24 


End of the World to the other, then 31. 
judgment commenceth, and till 
then every Age will afford a Seed 
to ſerve our Lord, which ſhall be - 
accounted unto him for a Genera- 
tion. 

From what hath been ſaid, we 

may infer, 

I. That the Lord Jeſlis Chriſt is 
God. He that is to be ſerved in all 
Generations, and hath a holy Seed 

appointed on purpoſe for Religious 
Service and Adoration; to whom 
Princes themfelves muſt pay Ho- 
mage, muſt needs be God. Yea, 
Angels too muſt .Worſhip him, and 
a] muſt honour him as they ho- 
nour the Father. As no Creature 
is, ſo the human Nature of Chriſt 
cannot be ador rable, and therefore 


he 
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corrupt Will of Man. There was 


* 


he muſt have a Divine Nature. 
The Godhead is in it ſelf adorable, 


and the Perſon of the Son, by rea- 


{on of his Divine Nature is adora- 


ble, yea, the Divine Perſon of the 
Son, in our Nature too is adorable. 


Morſbip him all ye Angels. Let the 
choſen Seed ſerve him. 

II. That the Election the Goſpel 
ſpeaks of, is not meerly of Quali fica- 
tions, but of Perſons. Tis true God 
hath choſe Faith in Chriſt, as the 
neceflary Qualification in all thoſe 
he will own, and ſave for ever and 
ever. But he hath likewiſe choſe 
ſome whom he will thus accomplilt} 


for his Service and Glory, As he hath 


choſen us in him before the Foundation 
of the World, that we ſhould be hoh, 
and without blame before him in Love. 
He doth not only in Time chooſe 
ſome of the number of Sinners, but 
there is a Seed promis'd and given 
to Chriſt, before the World, to be 
prepar'd to ſerve him . The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt was at certainty as to 
a Seed; and the whole Effe& of 
Redemption was not left to turn 
upon the lubricous, fallacious and 


4 
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ble, according to the Goſpel, and not 
ca- meerly becauſe God did foreſee 
ra- they would be thus qualified. This 
the ¶ is that Number of the Elect which God 
ble. I will /horely accompliſh. 5 
the III. Hence it follows further, 
that Religion hath its peculiar Excel- 
lencies and Encouragements. Tis 
ſtrange that Religion ſhould fall 
under Diſreputation, which entails 
ſo many Bieffings upon Poſterity, 
to the utmoſt Date thereof. Is 
there any Government in the 
e World, that ſecures to the Seed of 
LN its Favourites a Perpetuity, nay an 
any Etcrnity of Bleſſings? Eſtates, and 
108 F Honours, that Men venture their 
oly, | Names, their Lives ands Souls to 
ve. engroſs, are attended with Thou- 
ole ¶ ſands of Uncertainties ; whilſt Re- 
out F !igion fixeth ſuch an Entail of Mer- 
en cy, that nothing but the Profli- 
be gateneſs of Poſterity can reverſe. 
rd A Gracious God gives you leave to 
wh put your -own Names, and the 
of Names of yours, in a Leaſe of 
my Grace, in which the Bleſſings of 
nd Time and Eternity are well ſettled, 
as an everlaſting Inheritance from 

SGeene- 


re. Na certain Seed choſe to be qualified 5 
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Generation to Generation. Who 
would retuſe ſuch an Offer? If the 
World ſhould propoſe any Thing 
like it, what Strife would there be 
for the Preferment 2 O let Reli- 
gion be your Buſineſs, which is 
molt exellent in it ſelf, and entails 
Bleſſings to the laſt Duration of it. 
It you love your ſelves, or regard 
Poſterity, take heed to your ſelves 
and yours. Which teacheth us fur- 
ther, 

IV. That the mort aud Duty of 
religious Parents aud Miniſters 1s ver) 
great. They are to take Care of the 
Holy Seed that is deſigned for the. 
Service of our dear Lord Jeſus, to 
feed the Lambs. It is a great Truft 
that is committed to their Charge: 
The Souls of Children, and what 
more valuable? Your own Chil 
dren, and what more dear to you? 
Thoſe that are the Support of your 
own Families and the Church of 
God too; and what greater Con- 
cern can there be? Your own 
Weltare and theirs, the Proſperity 
of your Families, and the Churchs 
too, depends very much upon your 
Care. It is very much in your 
Power 


„ — Heat 


3 Soon ts 


—q— — — — 2 —— ng 


The Holy Seed. 


power to make your ſelves and 
them, and all happy. The chief 


1i- Ybur your Subſerviency 1s required. 
is EC ye Horkers together with him. 

nils You profeſs Love to the Lord 
it. Yjcſus ;- ſhew it by your eſpouſing 
ird his Cauſe, and promoting his Inte- 


ves rel, in preparing a Seed to lerve, 


ur-Yhim. It is for your ſelves, it is for 
10! ur dear Lord Jeſus. Let me be- 


y of liccch you, for the Love of Chriſt, 4 
ery Ito be obſervant and faithful Y, * 
kly 


the] Herein you will be publi 
theWuſctul, ſerviceable to hp preſent 


to nd future Generations, as far as 


oft he Holy Seed ſhall be propagated. 


ge: Ilt may be to Thouſands and ten 
hat Thouſands; theſe may ariſe and 


a]l you blefled. | 
All good Men are concerned a- 
out a Proteſtant Succeſſion in the 


that not only tor their own ſakes, 
ut for the {ſakes of their poor Chil- 
'sÞren : Is not a Concetnths about 
religious Succeſſion in your own 
amilies highly becoming you, that 

a 


Concern indeed is put into better 
of hands, thoſe of the bleſſed Spirit; 


Nation, and worthy it is of the La- 
ours and Thoughts of all, and 
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a Holy | Famfy- may be raigd 
ſuitable to a National Proteſtant 
Succeſſion? Evidence that your 
Concern for the Publick is ſincere, 
by your Concern for thoſe of your 
own Houſe —  ——-— 

What an Honour 1s put upon 
you, to be the Inſtruments of rai- 
fing and propagating a Seed to the 
Lord Jeſus? And what an Ho- 
nour w1ll it be in the Great Day of 
the Lord, to ſtand as a publick 
Head to a glorious holy Progeny. 
By no means negle& your Honour 
and theirs. 

What if any ſhould ”__ 
through your Neglect? Is note 
thought of it terrible, that a Branch 
in your Families ſhould - be cor- 
rupted, and through you too? 
Ane the Loſs of one may prove 
the Loſs of Hundreds. Thus Ir- 
religion may be propagated, and 
Multitudes loſt thro' your cfault. 

——— Theſe either prove the beſt or 

- worſt of Men, the gre ft Bleſ- 
ſings or the greateſt Curſes. If not 
an Eminent Seed for Chriſt, they 
uſually prove a Notorious Seed for 


Saran 3 either Props and Pillars e 
Reli- 


The Holy Seed. | 
Religious Families, or Undermi- 


ners of them: For when left of 


God, they commonly become the 
moſt violent Qppoſcrs of Religion, 
and the greateſt Enemies to Chriſt. 
So much the greater Care ought to 
be had of them 

And laſtly, When was there an 
Age in which the Seed was more 


expoſed ? The World lies in Wic- 
kedneſs. How have Atheiſm, Pro- 
faneneſs, and Immorality o'er run 
it? There are Swarms every whit 
moſt corrupt Principtes 


of Men 
and Practices. And how many 


Wilrcady {are turned after Satan! 


How many Religious Families are 
either become Formaliſts or De- 
bauch'd ; yea, where's the profeſ- 
ing Family that hath not an Eſau 


Win it? Is it not Time to concern 


jour ſelves . —-ę 


Wherefore let me intreat you as 
Fathers, to take Care of the great 


Charge at is put into your Hands, 
as you WWWanſwer it fo your Dear 
Lord. Be early in a Religious De- 


dication of them to God, in the 


moſt ſolemn Manner devote them 


to the Service of the Father, Son, 
| and 


__— 
- — 
— —— 


— — 
by 


_ and Spirit. Bring your Samuels te 
God, and leave them with him 
God hath put them into your 
_ =” Hands, they are one with you 
lou are clothed with Power and 
_ Authority from God to tranſa& 
their Concerns in their Minority 
What can you do leſs for thei 
Souls, than in the moſt ſerious 
Manner to devote them to God 
Let them be caſt upon the Lordi 
from the Womb. Don't dare to 
think, or ſay, you will leave them 

to the Grace of God to work on 
them: You, may as well ſay, 
will leave-them to the Providence 
of God-to maintain them, and 1 * 
expoſe Soul and Body together. 
And how will you approve your 
ſelves ſincere with God in your Co- 
venanting with him, if you leave 
out ſo conſiderable a Part of what 
is your own ; your Children and 
all muſt be devoted to Ggg, the on!) 
way to ſave all, is to le 
82 | 2 


8 0 _ ” as Him, oak raw 


SS 


And then improve an early De- 
dication by repeated Cries and] 
renewed Reſignations of them to 
God. As oft as you renew your Cove- 

- aants, 
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im they are capable, let them have 
Jul ſuitable and Religious Inſtructions. 
oul See that they are well principled, 
ndl which will be a mighty Antidote 
244 againit common Infe&ions. Take 
ityl particular heed of running them 
into Temptations, out of a vain 
zi) Ambition of their Preferment. 
'Tis a fearful Truth, the moſt that 
miſcarry, miſcarry thro' the Ne- 
glect of theſe Duties. 2 

V. We may hence learn the Du- 
ty of the Children of good Parents. 
Jour Work is to keep up Religion in your 
Families, in your Generation, and to 


come. Ariſe and be doing, and the 
Lord be with you. I intreat you, 


for Service, and be active in it. I 
would thus argue with you. 


Lord Jeſus > Is there a better Ma- 
ſter? An you make a better 
Choice, than what hath been made 
Ne-f| for you? Doth he not deſerve 
and! your beſt Services, that left his 
to Throne, and pour'd out his Soul co 
ve- | Death for you, and hath call'd yon 
_ E = 


tranſmit it yet flxrther to the Ages to 
charge you, prepare your ſelves . 


Whom will you ſerve, if not the 
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td wants, remember the poor Seed. As 
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The Holy Seed. 
with an high and honourable Cal- 
ling, hath Choſen you as a Seed to 
ſerve him? O leave not his Ser- 
vice for the Drudgery of this World, 
and the God of it: You will dearly 1. 
repent it, if you do. | 

Is not your Lot fallen happily, 
who are born in Religious Fami-: 
lies? What a glorious Priviledge is 
it to be the Children of good Pa- Je 
rents, the Children of many Pray- I 
ers, the Children of Religions Edu- 
cation, and the beſt Inſtructions? In 
You are born at the very Gates of 
Heaven, will you ariſe to cancel 
an early Dedication to God Will 
you ariſe to croſs the Prayers 
your Parents, and contradict what 
they have done for you, in the moſt 
tender Love to your Souls? wall 
you try to overturn the Promiſes 
and oppoſe the Work of a Redeem- 
er ? Take heed what you do, as 
you are born among the Stars, your 
Fall will be the more dreaiful.- - 

Have not you been de ted to 
| God? Can you, dare you 90 
back ?? At your Peril be it. Can 
you: without Sacrilege alienate your 
ſelves, from the Service of Goa 1 
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And is that a trifling Crime? How 
will you anſwer it to God, and 
your good Parents in the Great 
, Day? Is there not great Depen- 
y I dance upon your Well- doing? The 

Hopes of Parents, the Expectations 
7, Jof Miniſters, nay of God and Chriſt, 
i- are from you. If you prove faulty, 
is how many Expectations will be cut 
- off? Don't dare to impoſe on 
- God and Man. 
The Proſperity of Zion in ſome 
2? Jneaſure depends upon your Holi- 
of Nneſs and Zeal A Breach is made 
el Yin her Walls, a Gate thrown open 
o the Enemy upon the Revolt of 
ce Poſterity of the Righteous. A 
at Neon ſiderable Poſt is delivered up. 
{t Find what may be the Conſequence? 
One Revolt and Deficiency may 


5 Noccaſion more, and where may it 
n- nd? and all will be chargeable 


as pon you. A 
You are the Terror of Enemies, 
bs well 4 the Hope of Friends. 
atan feMs you moſt, he employs- 
go is Agents in the firſt place to cor- 
an fupt you. Ba Re EE: 

or | Hereby he ſtrikes at the very, 
d? Foundation. Your Negligence and 
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in with Satan againſt the Great 


at laſt. 


Day of ſmall things. Is it not time 
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Carnality will gratify the Enemy 
moſt, and put an Opportunity in 
his hands of advancing his deſpe- 
rate and bloody Defigns againſt the 
Intereſt of Chriſt and Souls in the 
World. And is it nothing to join | 


God and your dear Redeemer ? 
It will be found dreadful Work 


Is not there need of your Ser- 
vice? Many are revolted, ſome 
are cut off by Death. Tis alas! 4 


for you to put to your helpi}. 
Hand? The Enemy advanceth, 
Religion is under a viſible Eclipſe 
and a fenfible Decay. Come, 
come, ariſe and build, and have 
the Honour of being Repairers of | 
Breaches, and Reftorers of Paths to 
dwell in. : 


I am forc'd to ſpeak feelingly to}. 
ſome of you. Death hath ferch'aJ | 
one from among you. There's one 
nd on 
the left; One Beloved and Va- 


lued; one Serious and Hopeful. A 


wide Breach i is made ;-who ariſeth 
to fill it 15 ? You are left 1 


T1 Hoh Seed. 
Of all Loves I intreat you, with 
all Authority I command you to 
ariſe and work. The Funeral 
might have been your own. What 
are you left behind for? You 
have your own Room, and ano- 


ther's to fill up. O ftrive who ſhall 
be firſt in their Preparations, and 
greateſt in their Service. Fain 


would I raiſe this Ambition in 


you. 


Are you ſure of many Years? 
Your time of Service may be but 


ſhort. Begin now; loſe not one 


Day; the fame Meſſenger that 


hath fetch'd your Friend and Com- 


panion, may quickly be order'd for 
you. Let me mind you of what 
the Philoſopher ſaid to one that 
ask d him what he was a doing? 
He anſwer'd, Paulatim morior, I. 
am a dying continually. You can- 
not think ſure, becauſe of the Brisk—- 
neſs of Youth, you are ſafe from. 
Death, when one among your 
ſelves th ſo lately, in a few Days, 
been wreſted out of your Arms and 
Embraces. You are dying, tis 


time to work. 


F 2 Have 
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Have not ſome of you felt the. 
Powers of the World to come? I 
am perſwaded you have been often 
under the awakening Convictions 
of the Spirit of God. Do I preſs 
you to any thing that your own 
Conſciences and the Spirit of God 
haye not been engaging you to; 
have you not taſted that the Lord is 
 graciqus? . Take heed of beginning 
in the Spirit, and ending in the Fleſh. 
Tis better you had never known 
the Ways of God, than that you 
ſhould wickedly depart from him. 
And to conclude, If this will not 
move you ; know that if you revolt, 
God will call in others; his. Son 
ſhall have a Seed to ſerve him. 
When the Jews apoſtatiz'd, the 
Gentiles were. call'd in; and when 
one profeſſing Family fails, the 
Grace of God will raiſe another. 
Can you be content. that others 
mould ariſe and build upon your. 
Ruin? Are you willing to reſign 
up your Glory to Strangers? O1 
Let not another take your Crown. 1 
would hope better things of you, 
tho' I thus ſpeak, even what ac- 
companies Salvation. 

> And 


y, 
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that The Loſs of the Holy Seed is a very 


ſore, and dreadful, and general Loſs ;.. 
eſpecially when capacitated, and 


growing ripe.for Service. This is 


a very complicated Loſs: A Loſs. 
as univerſal as the Service. which 


was expected. _ 
Which brings me to take a ſor- 
rowful View of our own great Loſs 


we lament this Day: A Family- 
Loſs: A School Loſs : The Church's. 
Loſs : The Nation's Loſs: A Ge- 

neration's Loſs : The Miniſtry's - 


Loſs. 


Which will appear, if we confi- _ 
der, that the Deceaſed, beſides his 
natural and acquir'd Capacities, 


which were none of the leaft, was 
in ſome extraordinary manner qua- 
lified for that Service: It we re- 
gard, 

i. His Temper ; which was mild 


land calm ; even and tender; kind 


and compaſſionate. Tho he hath 


liv'd with me twice ſeven Years, I 


cannot recolle& that I ever ſaw 
him in a Paſſion. His Ferris 
was ſo obliging and inoffenſive, 
that all that knew him lov'd him. 


And laſt of all, we may infer, 


* 
; a 
A 5 
* = 
n 


| 
* M 
9 


* 
= 
* PP rr 
FIC | 


The 09 Deed. 


A very rare Character. He was ſo 
prudent and cautious, and ſo far 
from Art and Guile, that I may 
ſay, Whom did he ever offend by 


an intermedling Humor? And as 
he liv'd, ſo he died, in a perfect 


Calm. Now what a great Orna- 
ment is ſo good a Temper to Reli- 
gion? What a neceſſary Qualifi- 
cation to the Miniſtry 2 Of all 
Men, Miniſters have moſt need of 
ſuch an one. Hou bright doth Grace | 
ſhine in a good Diſpoſition ? even like | 
the Sun in a ſerene Day: This is 
ſtrangely eclips'd in an ill Temper, 
and really diſappears, as the Sun 
wading under a dark Cloyd. But 
what made his Temper the more 
glorious, was, 4 5 
2. His Grace. This was what he 
deſir d above all; he ſo lovd 
Chriſt, that he endeavour'd what | 
he could to perſwade others to love 
him too. I have heard ſome thank- 
ing God, that they ever knew him. 
n betimes to preach Chritt 
in his private Converſation, who 
never liv'd to preach him in 77 
publick - Congregation. His Life 
Was ſo free from Stains, and his 
LA | Defires 
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Deſires after Grace ſo fervent and 


practical, that I cannot but think 
he was ſincerely Gracious betimes: 


Eſpecially when I reflect upon, 


3. That Spirit of Prayer he had. 
He was frequent, and enlarg'd in 


his Duty. I have ſometimes heard 
him ſo heavenly and rais d, that I 
have been aſhamed of my ſelf, that 


one of his Years ſhould be ſo lively, 


and I ſo dull. It is but rare in one 
of his Age, before he undertakes a 


Journey, to ſpend a whole Day in 


Faſting and Prayer, that he may 
be kept from the Temptations of 
the Places where he was going.. It 


is but rare for one of his Age, when. 
in a Journey, to riſe in the Night,. 
(as David of old) to redeem Time 
for Prayer, which I am ſatisfied he 


hath done. How was. he us'd to be 


rapt up in another World in Pray- 
er! J am ſure aur Family hath 


loſt more ſerious Prayers every 
Week, than there are Mornings 
and Evenings in it. I am ſure 1 


have loſt the Advantage of many 
particu- 


fervent Cries, he offer d 


larly upon my Account; which 1 
have Reaſon, to value the more, be- 
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4. His choice Experiences. Theſe 
© he hath left as a Legacy, under his 
8 own Hand; and tis a very choice 

2h one to me, worthy, I think, of e- 
very ones Attendance, but too 
large to be recounted now; I ſhall 
therefore only ſay; that tho' young, 
he was acquainted with the Com- 
forts and Joys of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
which many twice his Age, are ut- 
terly Strangers to. He was in his 
Element when he was ſpeaking a- 
bout another World. It is ſaid of 
Alexander, that he recokn'd his Age 
by his Viftories. If we may reckon 
the Age of our deceaſed Friend by 
his Duties, and Prayers, and Ac- 
quaintance with another World, 
we may ſay of him, He lib d long 
in a little Time. He was preparing 
carefully to attend at the Lord's 
Table, which only a humble Senſe 
of his owu Unworthineſs had hin- 
dred him from. He prepar'd for 
the lower Table, but I trnſt he 1s 
gone to the upper Table, to receive 
there: He was laying in a Stock 
A to ſerve his Lord on Earth, but is 
l hope) remov'd to ſerve about the 
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Throne, where Thouſands of Thou- 
EST fands, 
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ſands, and Ten Thouſands of Ten 
Thouſands, are adoring him that 
ſits upon the Throne, and the Lamb, 
for ever and ever. Amen. | 
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IBO O Es printed for N. Cliff, at 


the Bible and Three Crowns, in 
Cheapſide, near Mercers-Chappel. 5 


i. F \Ommentaries on the Holy Bible. 

2. A Method for Prayer, with Scrip- 
ture-Expreſſions proper to be uſed under 
each Head. 3. Some Forms of Prayer for 
the Uſe of Families and private Perſons, 


Naken out of Mr. Henry's Method for Pray- 


er. To which ar added by the fame Au- 
thor, Prayers before and after Ree NY 
Lord's Supper. Price 3 Pence, or 20 Shillings 
Hundred. 4. Diſputes Reviewed: In a 
ſermon preached at the Evening Lecture at 
alters. Hall, on the Lord's Day, F#ly 23. 1710. 
. A Sermon concerning the Succeſs af the 
Miniſtry.: Preachd at the Tueſday Lecture 
t Salters-Hall, Fuly, 25. 1710. 6. The 
Communicant's Companion: Or, Inſtructions 


Ind Helps for the right Receiving of the i 
Lord's Supper. The Fourth Edition corrected“ 

7. Great Britain's preſent Joys and Hopes: 
Open'd in two Sermons, preach'd in Cheſte ;, 
ne former on the National Thankſgivin gg 


Day, 
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SI VT, 715 1756. The latter the Dy 
following being New-Years-Day. 8. A'Ser- 
mon concerning the right Management of 
friendly Viſits. 9. A Church in the Houſe: A 
Sermon concerning . Religion. 10. K 
Diſcourſe Canara Meekneſs and Quiet- 
neſs of Spirit, to which is added, A Sermon 
on Act, 28. 22. Shewing that the Chriſtian 
Religion is not a Sect, 2 yet that it 15 every 
where ſpoken againſt, Ii. A Scripture Cate- 
cChiſm, in the Method of the Aſſemblies. 12. 
Two Funeral Sermons; one on Dr. Samuel 
Beniam, and the other on the Reverend Mr. 
Francis Talenis, Miniſters of the Goſpel in 
Shrecbobury, with a ſhort Account of their 
Lives. 13 A Sermon concerning the For- 
weneſs of Sin as a Debt, Publiſh'd with 
* Enlargements at the Requeſt of ſome 
who heard it, Preach'd in London, une 
5 age All — 3 Matthew 
Hen „Min he e 

A as oy, ſome e Paſa 
ges in the Life of a private Gentleman, 

with Reflections thereon, in three Parrs; 
5 to Trouble of Mind, ſome violent 
Temptations, and a Recovery; in order co 
- awaken" the Preſumptuous, convince the 
Sceptick, and encoura * * Deſpondent: 
Left under his own dad, to be commu 
nicated to the publick, after his Deceaſe 
The Second Edition with Aditions r 
the F _ Papers. 
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